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Heart after God”’



Intimacy with God
Developing a God-Centered Life

e An Orientation
— Image-Bearer

— Crystalizing the Call To intentionally yearn to
* Our Quest: Knowing God

» know God and seek Him
* QOur Motive: Pleasing God with all our hearts

* Our Worship: Idols of the Heart
— “Stilling” Our Heart for Intimacy

* Building the Foundation

* Situational Awareness On the Battlefield ﬂ

* God’s Discipline ‘/\/

* Our Disciplines / ™
* |dentification of Inhibitors

* “Walk This Way” |

In-Class Testimonies
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Defining the Problem Clearly

* “The Core Problem in our lives is stated as, “An absence of
intimacy with the Almighty. Involvements, yes, but not intimacy.
Activities and programs a plenty, but NOT intimacy!”

* “We must learn anew to think deeply, to worship meaningfully,
to meditate unhurriedly!”

* “There is nothing, absolutely nothing, of greater importance in
all the universe than knowing Christ intensely and intimately!”

* “Worship is a response — an active, open, unguarded response to
God, whereby we declare His worth in an infimate manner, leaving
Him room to touch us, to flood us with His peaceful presence!”

Chuck Swindoll, Intimacy With The Almighty
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Ovur Quegt

“To intentionally yearn to know God FE[E”HBSS'

and seek Him with all our hearts”

* To say we want to “intentionally yearn” concludes that we...
— Conscientiously don’t do that to the level we want to today
— Want to go on a journey that will teach us how to “know God”

* To “know” conveys the idea of a full, rich, thorough knowledge

that involves a degree of personal or intimate understanding of
a specific subject (Jeremiah 9:23-24; Genesis 5:21-24)

* The highest calling for mankind is to “know God”...
in order to do so, we must...

— Learn how to understand, fear, please and worship God (Psalm 86:11)

— In order to do that, we must acquire, cultivate and nurture a high view of
God which only comes from the Scriptures (Isaiah 66:1-2)
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Ovur Quest

Why should we desire to know our God?
* To expose the truth about us (Isaiah 6:5)
* To view the world properly (Daniel 4:34-37)

* To trust Him and be stronger in conflicts /trials
(Psalm 9:10; Daniel 11:32-33)

* To gain understanding, discernment and wisdom

(Proverbs 2:6; 9:10)

ol o I 2
and experience abundant desires, but in my one

life (John 14:6; 10:10)

desire to know you,
all else melted away.
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Ovur Quest

Why should we desire to know our God? (Continued)
* To bear much fruit (John 15:4, 8)

* To experience intimacy with the Almighty (John 15:10)

* To prove we are His disciples (John 15:8)

: . Beautiful
* To be fulfilled and make our joy complete U e
Eaithful
(John 15:11) KNOWING GOD

PSALM 9:10: THOSE WHO KNOW YOUR Worthy

. . . . . NAME, PUT THEIR TRUST IN YOU SOVQ re i n
* To usher ourselves into spiritual dimensions e

(John 17:3; Romans 8:36-37)

* To motivate us to become like Him (1 Peter 1:14-16)

* To praise, worship and give Him glory (Revelation 1:5-6; 4:8-
10; 5:9-10, 12-14; 7:10; 11:15-17; 15:3-4; 19:1-6)
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Ovur Quest

What are you obsessed with?

* What is the passion of your soul?

* How would anyone know or conclude that¢ (Revelation 2:4; 2
Corinthians 11:2-3)

* Solomon said that wisdom begins with the knowledge, fear and

understanding of the Holy One and that nothing can compete

with that intrinsic value (Psalm 111:10;
Proverbs 1:7; 2:5-6; 3:13-15; 9:10)

* We are exhorted by Paul and Peter begmm/mg
to “know Him” . Ygi%%%%d
(Colossians 2:2-3; 3:9-10; 2 Peter )
3:18; Philippians 3:10-14) ',“”dfr?f?”é"”g
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111

. and seek Him with all our hearts”

Ovur Quest

We can’t know Him until we “seek Him with all

our hearts” (Psalm 27:8; 119:10; Matthew 22:37)

God promises that when we decide to “seek” Him He will allow us to
find Him (Jeremiah 29:12-14aq; Isaiah 64:4; Lamentations 3:25)

The position of our hearts is everything in our pursuit (Psalm 145:18;
Hebrews 10:22; Isaiah 57:15)

There is an amazing pleasure of discovery in the pursuit of knowing

God and His glory that will never, ever, ever end

It is by becoming consumed with the glory of the Lord and through the
process of beholding Him BEHOLD HIS GLORY

“face to face” that God

HrANSFOrMS Us iNTO His TKENEss  —————————
(2 Corinthians 3:18; Exodus 33:18)
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The Glory of God

The maijestic, splendorous, jaw-dropping, multi-prismatic
beauty which emanates from the radiant, out-shining of

the aggregated attributes of God’s magnetic and
infinite character which is manifested in unapproachable,

inaccessible, explosive, brilliant, incandescent, lightning
white-hot light which no mortal man has ever fully seen
or has ever begun to have experienced!!!

o
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In Summary...

As we intentionally yearn to know God in all His glory...

nd we seek Him with all our hearts...

He has promised He will disclose Himself to us and..

This exciting journey will be a never-ending pleasure of

discovery that no other pursuit can ever rival...

It will fulfill us and fully satisfy our souls!!!
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Homework / “Going Deeper”

* Scripture: Read and meditate on the following 16 verses that speak about “to
Him be the glory”. Write down and be ready to share what each one says as to
what God should get the glory for in each passage...

* Songs: Listen to and meditate on the following:

— Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus
— Knowing You
— Favorite Songs about Intimacy with God:
*  Videos: Watch the following:
— Intimacy with God (Andy Stanley):
— Our Intimacy with God -- Charles Stanley, In Touch Ministries:

— Intimacy with God — Francis Chan (5 part series):

— The Awe Factor Of God - Francis Chan:
— Stop and Think (The Movie) - Featuring Francis Chan:

*  Quotes: Sincerely yearning for a deeper knowledge and understanding of God
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http://wowgod.org/songs.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aMpj0cXldnk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euVeNL2t9nA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ci9rFXYWaM&index=1&list=PLJONBvhDdBHqr0iDyK96fFpaxM2I8_OZf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Ya12I036lg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NnnSS0_-xoA

“To Him be the Glory”

* Because of His “dominion” (Daniel 7:14)

* Because He is the Source, Sustainer, Goal, End and
Owner of ALL things (Romans 11:36)

* Because He is the ONLY One who is wise
(Romans 16:27)

* Because of the Church (Ephesians 3:21)

* Because of His riches in Jesus Christ
(Philippians 4:19-20)

* Because of His saving grace
(I Timothy 1:15-17)
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“To Him be the Glory”

* Because of the perseverance of our Savior
(Il Timothy 4:18)

* When we employ our spiritual gifts
(I Peter 4:11)

e Because of His proagressive sanctification in our lives
(I Peter 5: 10—-11)

* Through our spiritual growth
(Il Peter 3:18)

* Because He is able to keep us from stumbling and to

make us stand blameless in His presence with great joy
(Jude 24-25)
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“To Him be the Glory”

* As we fulfill our eternal roles
(Revelation 1:6; 5:9-10)

e As a result of and in the midst of our worship
(Revelation 5:11-14)

* Because salvation belongs to Him
(Revelation 7:10-12)

* |n the final consummation of our union with Jesus Christ
in both the Marriage and the Marriage Supper of the
Lamb (Revelation 19:4-9)

* In the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:11, 23)
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Intimacy with God

Developing a

God-Centered
Sty Life

An Orientation
Crystalizing the Call
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Intimacy with God
Developing a God-Centered Life

e An Orientation
— Image-Bearer

— Crystalizing the Call
* Our Quest: Knowing God
* Our Motive: Pleasing God |
* Our Worship: Idols of the Heart it

— “Stilling” Our Heart for Intimacy

* Building the Foundation |
* Situational Awareness On the Battlefield

* God’s Discipline

* Our Disciplines

* |dentification of Inhibitors

* “Walk This Way”

* In-Class Testimonies
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Crystalizing the Call
Ouvutline

* Our Quest /70;.,_,_-.,

— To intentionally yearn to R g

know God and seek Him
with all our hearts

e Our Motive

— To purposefully live for the pleasure of the King

* Our Worship

— To honestly evaluate and deliberately
re-orient the passions of our hearts
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Our Motive

\‘

Pfcasc GO

Today’s Learning Objective:
To understand the nature of faith and the role
my decisions can play in pleasing God
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Yearning to please God and actually
pleasing Him are one and the same.

_
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Our Motive

What do you mean by “faith”?

* Faith is the “assurance of things hoped for”
(Hebrews 11:1q; 3:6, 14)

* Faith is the “conviction of things not seen”
(Hebrews 11:1b; Romans 8:24;
2 Corinthians 4:18; 2 Timothy 1:12;
3:14-15; Hebrews 11:7, 27)

* Faith is learning to live life

from a divine viewpoint

* Faith is trusting God resulting

in sustained obedience
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What Are The Essential Ingredients of Faith?
(Hebrews 10:32-38)

Our Motive

] ot by si ght

* A daunting risk, conflict, or crisis - uncertainty is thrust upon us
(v32; 2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12; James 1:2)

* A challenging struggle in our mind (fork in the road) (v33)

* A worthy object

We will fully lean into (worship) who or what we really know

We will fully lean into (worship) who or what we really treasure

* A conclusive decision of the heart (v34c)

“Knowing” — to conclude or become fully persuaded

We have a better and abiding possession (Hebrews 11:9-10, 16)

“Everything matters”; pleasing God is always worth it (Isaiah 43:7; 2
Corinthians 5:9; Ephesians 5:10; Colossians 1:10; 3:17; 1 Cor. 10:11)

“For by it (=by this kind of faith) the men of old gained approval”
(= were attested to by God, or pleased God) (Hebrews 11:2, 39)
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Our Motive

What Are The Essential Ingredients of Faith? (Continued)
* A resulting outward act of obedience (v34a)

* A settled disposition of the soul (v35-38)
— Joyful countenance (v34b)
— Confidence (v35)
— Endurance (v36; Hebrews 12:3)
— Sustaining hope (v37-38; Romans 15:4-6, 13)

* An eye to rewards
(v35b, 36b; 11:6, 26; 1 Peter 1:6-9; Revelation 22:12)

— God sees everything

— God remembers everything

— God rewards everything
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