
2 Peter StudyVillage Church of Bartlett 601 W. Bartlett Rd Bartlett, IL 60103 T 630-289-8151 F 630-289-8237 villagechurch@vcob.org www.vcob.org

Understanding Our Promise (3:11-18) 

Be Transformed for His Glory

Remembering 

Truth When it 

Really Counts 
“… a primer to

guard against false 

teaching by…”

Teachers: Nathan Wells & Dave Torres



2 Peter StudyVillage Church of Bartlett 601 W. Bartlett Rd Bartlett, IL 60103 T 630-289-8151 F 630-289-8237 villagechurch@vcob.org www.vcob.org

2 Peter Outline 

Greeting to 

the Saints   

Our Quest:  

To Know 

Our God

Our Journey:  

To Become 

More Like 

Him

Our Results:  

To be 

Effective

Our 

Reminder:  To 

Remember

Our 

Eyewitnesses:  

The Apostles

Our 

Inspiration:  

The Holy 

Spirit

Their 

Infiltration:  

False 

Teachers are 

Deceptive

Their Inquity:  

False Teachers 

will  be Judged

Their Impurity:  

False Teachers 

are Preverted

Their Impact:  

False 

Teachers are 

Devastating

Its Certainty:  

Don't Lose Hope

Its Power:  Be 

Transformed for His 

Glory

2 Pet. 1:1-2 2 Pet. 1:2-3 2 Pet. 1:4-7 2 Pet. 1:8-11 2 Pet. 1:12-15 2 Pet. 2:16-18 2 Pet. 1:19-21 2 Pet. 2:1-3a 2 Pet. 2:3b-10a 2 Pet. 1:10b-16 2 Pet. 2:17-22 2 Pet. 3:1-10 2 Pet. 3:11-18

Hope

Confidence in the Return of Christ

Day of the Lord

True and False Prophesy
Chapter 3

Understanding our Promise

Development of Faith

Understanding our ScripturesUnderstanding our Faith Understanding our Adversaries

Chapter 1 Chapter 2

Design of The Future

Holiness

True Knowledge

Cultivating Christlike Character

Denunciation of False Teachers

Heresy

False Knowledge

Condemning False Teachers



2 Peter StudyVillage Church of Bartlett 601 W. Bartlett Rd Bartlett, IL 60103 T 630-289-8151 F 630-289-8237 villagechurch@vcob.org www.vcob.org

11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people 

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, 

in which righteousness dwells. 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by 

Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 

15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved 

brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some 

things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also 

the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you 

are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 

steadfastness, 

18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To 

Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

2 Peter 3:11-18Understanding our Promise
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Be Transformed for His Glory  

(2 Pet. 3:11-18)

Our Objective:  What does God want us to learn? 

To fully understand that Scripture plays a vital role in the 

life of a believer, and to be exhorted to never cease 

from focusing our attention on His Word. For false 

teachers will arise and will seek to distort the Scriptures, 

twisting them to teach something vastly different from the 

intended meaning in the Bible.  Be on guard, actively 

purse godliness and personal spiritual growth, and to 

worship and live this life in the light of the reality of 

Christ’s return.
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In 2 Peter 3, Peter has focused on two points in connection 

with the second coming of Christ and its impact upon a 

believer’s life:

A believer will be characterized by a passion for holiness of 

life.

a. Peter places emphasis on spotless and blameless, holy 

conduct, and godliness, which reveals that this is to be a 

driving passion in the hearts of those who anticipate the 

return of their Lord and Savior.

b. Word translated “be diligent” – forceful command, zeal, 

or passion. (2 Pet. 1:5)

Diligence in Faith and Truth 
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Diligence in Faith and Truth

A believer will have passion for the salvation of the lost. 

(2. Pet. 3:9,15)

a. Peter makes clear that God has provided this time 

leading up to the return of Christ as a time of 

salvation.   This is a time of God’s Grace!  (John 4:32-

34; Matt. 9:36-38)

b. If a person really believes that Jesus is coming again, 

there will be an urgency and a diligence in the pursuit 

of the lost.
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In 2 Peter 3:15, Peter unashamedly refers to Paul as “our 

beloved brother,” the one who has special wisdom from 

God.

1. What is Peter’s purpose in mentioning Paul in this manner?

a. Were his readers aware of the public rebuke of Peter by 

Paul? (Gal. 2:11-14; 1 Pet. 1:1)

b. As Peter has been speaking on false teachers, his words 

inform his readers that Paul is not one of them.

c. Paul is an _________ like Peter and other disciples 

Peter and Paul 
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c. Paul is an apostle like Peter and other disciples chosen 

by the Lord.

d. Therefore, Paul’s epistles are the inspired Word of God.

e. The teachings of Paul do not disagree with those of 

Peter (2 Pet. 3:2; Eph. 3:1-7)

f. Peter indicates that Paul was writing as one 

supernaturally gifted by God with information and 

insight from which we need to learn. (Gal. 1:11, 2:9; 

Eph. 3:2)

Peter and Paul 
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In 2 Peter 3:16, Peter tells us that Paul wrote some things 

that are hard to understand.  

1. It appears that “these things” refers to what Peter and 

Paul have written about:  salvation, the second coming 

of Christ; and the outworking of our salvation in 

holiness and godliness.

2. What do you think Peter is referring to? (Eph. 3:3-5; 1 

Thess. 2:13; Rev. 22:18-19)

Hard to Understand Passages 
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3. Peter believes the Scriptures play a vital role in the life 

of the Christian. (1 Pet. 1:22-23; 2:8; 3:1; 2 Pet. 1:3-4, 

12-21, 2:21; 3:17, 14-18).  He warns us that false 

teachers will arise and distort Scripture.

4. The “untaught and unstable” use the hard things Paul has 

written because hard things are easy to distort or twist.  

What is the false teacher’s motive?

5. Untaught/unstable – not have proper instruction, not 

firmly grounded in truth. (2 Pet. 2:14; 2 Pet. 1:12; Eph. 

4:11-17; James 1:8-11)

Hard to Understand Passages
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6. When the false teachers distort the word of God, they 

do it to their own destruction.  The Word of God is life. 

(Rom. 10:17; 1 Pet. 1:23; 2 Tim. 2:15)

7. Holy Spirit prepares the heart for knowledge. (1 Cor. 

2:9-10)

Hard to Understand Passages 
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In 2 Peter 3:17, Peter tells us to be on guard.  Believers 

can and should be able to discern those who twist 

God’s Word.

1. As forewarned, those who twist Scripture are going to 

arise.  (2 Pet. 2:1, 3, 13; Acts 20:28-32)

2. Be like the Bereans. (Acts 17:11)

3. What are some of the subtle spiritual errors of our day 

that we need to be on guard against?

Be on Guard, Pursue Godliness and Spiritual Growth
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Be on Guard, Pursue Godliness and 

Spiritual Growth

4. Actively pursue godliness and personal spiritual 

growth. (2 Pet. 1:5-10; John 8:43-45; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; 1 

Cor. 2:14; John 7:16-18)

5. How can we know if we’re growing spiritually? 

What are some biblical tests for growth?
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In 2 Peter 3:18, Peter closes the letter with a doxology, 

calling believers to worship God and give Him the glory, 

both now, and in eternity.

1. This doxology points to the deity of Christ. (2 Tim. 4:18; 

Rev. 1:5-6; 2 Pet. 1:2; Ps. 95:1-6; 105:1-5; 113:1-6; 

148; 150; Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 10:31; 2 Cor. 1:20; Eph. 

1:12; 3:20-21; 1 Tim. 1:17; Jude 25)

Give God the Glory 
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Final thoughts…

2. How do you live in the light of someday entering into 

eternity and living forever in the day of God, the day 

of eternity, the new heaven and the new earth in which 

righteousness eternally dwells?

3. How specifically did God use this study of 2 Peter to 

teach, train, encourage, convict, or challenge you?

Give God the Glory


