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2 Peter 2:10b – 16 

• Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap 

abuse on celestial beings; 11 yet even angels, 

although they are stronger and more powerful, 

do not heap abuse on such beings when 

bringing judgment on them from the Lord.12 But 

these people blaspheme in matters they do not 

understand. They are like unreasoning animals, 

creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and 

destroyed, and like animals they too will perish.
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2 Peter 2:10b – 16 

13 They will be paid back with harm for the harm 

they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to 

carouse in broad daylight.  They are blots and 

blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 

feast with you. 14 With eyes full of adultery, 

they never stop sinning; they seduce the 

unstable; they are experts in greed—an 

accursed brood!
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2 Peter 2:10b – 16 

15 They have left the straight way and wandered 

off to follow the way of Balaam son of Bezer,

who loved the wages of wickedness. 16 But he 

was rebuked for his wrongdoing by a donkey—

an animal without speech—who spoke with a 

human voice and restrained the prophet’s 

madness.
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Two Areas of Grave Concern

• In 2 Peter 10a, Peter sets out his two areas of 

concern with false teachers:

1. Defiling Passion

2. Despise Authority

Then he considers the topic in reverse order, starting 

with their rebellious spirit.
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Arrogance

• Presumptuous and self-willed, they respect no 

one, and nothing restrains them. They are 

insulting demons for some reason, which even the 

angels will not do.

– Jude 8-10 echoes this same accusation against false 

teachers

– Their arrogance is displayed in insulting beings with 

higher authority than themselves

• Psalm 8:5, Dan 10:12-14

– Even Paul shows respect in Eph 6:12
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Arrogance

• Peter’s words suggest some of their error may 

result from ignorance, but this is not an excuse.  

Ignorance in the scriptures is often a willful 

refusal to understand the commands of God.

– Ephesians 4:18 They are darkened in their 

understanding and separated from the life of God 

because of the ignorance that is in them due to the 

hardening of their hearts.
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How where they insulting demons?

• The text is not clear.

– Some think that the false teachers might have been 

scoffing at the idea that their sins could place them 

under the influence/power of demons. 

– Was also an unhealthy fascination with the spirit 

world and angels at that time, which might at least 

explain topic of conversation/teaching.

• Col 2:18 – worship of angels

• Hebrews chapters 1&2 culminates in 3:1
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The have become like beasts

• The false teachers act like irrational animals 

without the restraint of angels and righteous 

men.  They claim special knowledge, but 

blaspheme out of their ignorance.  Like ignorant 

beasts who are slaves to their instincts and born 

to be slaughtered, they are destined for 

destruction.

– Galatians 6:7-8
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No Shame

• 2 Peter 2:13 Their idea of pleasure is to 

carouse in broad daylight.

– Normally one thinks of carousing at night because of 

the shameful activity involved, but these men carouse 

in broad daylight.

– 2 Thes 5:7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and 

those who get drunk, get drunk at night.

– Roman culture
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Blots and Blemishes

• 2 Peter 2:13 cont - They are blots and 

blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 

feast with you.

– Blots and blemishes, exact opposite of what he calls 

them to be in 3:14

– Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands also called to the 

opposite
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Blots and Blemishes

• 2 Peter 2:13 cont - They are blots and 

blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they 

feast with you.

• “Feasting together” might mean love feasts or 

even communal dinners with the other members 

of the church.

• Jude 12-13 could address the same issue
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Lustful Eyes

• 2 Peter 2:14 With eyes full of adultery, they 

never stop sinning

• Eyes full of adultery literally translates “eyes 

full of an adulteress” – meaning they desire 

every woman they see.

• Matt 5:28 But I tell you that anyone who looks 

at a woman lustfully has already committed 

adultery with her in his heart.
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Unwary Prey

• 2 Pet 2:14 cont they seduce the unstable

• seek to lure in the unstable (those without a solid 

scriptural foundation).

• Like trees with shallow roots, those without a 

biblical foundation are easily swayed and 

toppled.

• Emphasizes Peter’s earlier warnings:

– 2 Pet 1:12 
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Well Trained

• 2 Peter 2:14 cont they are experts in greed —

an accursed brood!

– They are experts in greed, literally “having a heart 

exercised in greed”.

– William Barclay quote



Studies in the PsalmsVillage Church of Bartlett 601 W. Bartlett Rd Bartlett, IL 60103 T 630-289-8151 F 630-289-8237 villagechurch@vcob.org www.vcob.org

Like Balaam

• 2 Peter 2:15-16 15 They have left the straight 

way and wandered off to follow the way of 

Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of 

wickedness. 16 But he was rebuked for his 

wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without 

speech—who spoke with a human voice and 

restrained the prophet’s madness.

– They have followed the way of Balaam into 

mercenary greed and sexual impurity.  

– Numbers 22 – 24, Rev 2:14
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Bridge to Today

• Wisdom in dealing with spiritual beings

– Angels are creatures who do God’s bidding; 

separating them from the God of the Bible is 

impossible.

– There are all kinds of spiritual beings, good and 

evil.  To open oneself to contact with angels apart 

from commitment to God in Christ is to open oneself 

to the influence of spiritual beings.

• 2 Cor 11:14 And no wonder, for Satan himself 

masquerades as an angel of light.
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Bridge to Today

• The unending pursuit of pleasure. God built 

within us the capacity to enjoy food, 

entertainment, sex, etc. The problem comes when 

the pleasure derived from these activities begins 

to take the place of God in your heart.

• The danger of bringing greed into the ministry.

• The false teacher’s proficiency at “seducing the 

unstable” (v 14).


