Remembering
Truth When it
Really Counts

(11

The Letter to
God’s Elect
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Understanding Qur Scriptures

2 Peter 1:12-21

12 Therefore, | will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you
already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. 13 |
consider it right, as long as | am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder,
14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus
Christ has made clear to me. 15 And | will also be diligent that at any time after my
departure you will be able to call these things to mind. (OUI‘ Reminder)

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For when He
received honor and glory from God the Father, such an [a]utterance as this was made to
Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is My beloved Son with whom | am well-pleased”— 18
and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the

holy mountain. .
Y (Our Eyewitnesses)

19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in
your hearts. 20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men

moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. ..
(Our Inspiration)
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A Remembrance of God’s
Basic Truths (1 Pet. 1:12-18

-

-
Our Objective: What does God want Us to I!

God’s plan for His people has never chqng‘eoi‘. It is ’rb
we be constantly focusing on the Truth  that God has

given.
We need nothing new . We need nothing more

We need nothing €/s¢ . We need constant reminders
of the Word . The testimony of the eyewitnesses were

fully creditable — nobody made up a story, nobody
fooled them — they were there. They saw it. They
heard it. It happened! You can believe it!
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Our Reminder (1:12-15)

A Remembrance of God’s Basic Truths

12 Therefore, | will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them,
and have been established in the truth which is present with you. 13 | consider it right, as long as |
am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 14 knowing that the laying aside of
my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 15 And | will
also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will be able to call these things to mind.

This brief interlude between 1:3-11 and 1:16-21 serve I
purposes:

* It points back to what Peter has already written in 3-
encouraging his readers that they “_know ”
«“ these things  ” that he gives by way of reminder.

* It serves as a bridge to the body of the letter, namely 2:1ff
(regarding _false prophets )

* |t somewhat sets up the entire letter as a last
will and testament
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Our Reminder (1:12-15)

* As far as vv. 12-15 is concerned, the key word is
Remember ., Peter is going to place a strong emphasis

on his responsibility to remind these believers of

Biblical Doctrine and of their responsibility to
Remember it |

The theme of remembrance is illumi cripture:

* Jesus told the Twelve,
« Remember the word that [ said unto you» ;o4 15.20)

* Paul told the Ephesian elders
“ Remember the words of the Lord Jesus™ (Acts 20:35)
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inder (1:12-15)

¥ to remind you of these things, even though
e been established in the truth which is

I

minded of the Truth?
S (v. 12).

— The word “therefore” - Looks back and builds on

what he has said in the first 11 verses that give us
a summary of Christian doctrine: “ these things”

* Salvation’s sufficiency - The Believer’s Inheritance
(vs. 3-4)

e Salvation’s service — The Believer’s Fruitfuness
(vs. 5-9)

* Salvation’s surety — The Believer’s Assurance
(vs. TO-1T)
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Our Reminder (1:12-15)

Not only do they “know these things”, they have been

“established in the truth”. What does “established mean¢
To strengthen or firm stability  \What sort of thi

establish believers, churches in Jesus Christé

I Tim. 3:15)
They know Truth 3

13 | consider it right, as long as | am in thisse

Why do we need to be reminded of Truth® (vs. 13-15)
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Our Reminder (1:12-15)

* Peter says it is his God-given respons*ili
obligation as a servant of Jesus Christ to

remind them of God’s Word. For how lon
“As long as | am living in this body”

(2 Cor:. -4)

* Spurgeon writes... When people are as they should be, it is worth while to stir

them up. You do not want to stir up dirty water, but you may stir that which is
pure and sweet as much as every you like. And a good fire sometimes becomes a
better one by a little stirring up.

* “to stir up” — carries the idea of awakening someone,

Peter wants to keep them _Spiritually alert

* It is the rightful role of Shepherds (Acts 20:20; Eph.
4:11-16)

* How does he refer to his body in verse 13¢
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Qur Remi 1de

14 knowing that the laying aside
imminent, as also our Lord Jesu ‘clear to
me. | '

* Peter sensed an u%
Why?2_He knew his ded

21:18-19) What can we qurn fromPe’rer(s :
attitude to death?

In view of the brevity of his life and ministry,

Peter was relentlessly diligent to remind believers
of the truth. (Biblical view of death)
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Our Reminder (1:12-15)

e

15 And Twil e fligent that at any time after my
hcble to call these things to mind.

“departure” — what does it
eaving one place (earth) to go

to another (heaven)

(1 Cor. 15:50-57; Heb. 4:9-10; Acts 20:24)

* “To call these things to mind” — To use an

educational term, Peter wants his readers to
« Qver learn” the Basic Truths so that after his

death they will never forget them.
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

The Evidences of the Truth (1:16-18)

a. In verses 12-15, Peter told his readers tha
for the rest of his earthly life would be to continually
remind them of these great and essential truths
concerning Jesus Christ — what Christ has done for them,
the way they need to continue to 9row and mature in
Christ, that their lives need to focused on the
coming again of Christ in Glory to establish the
Kingdom, of which they in glorified bodies, will be a part.

urpose
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

Our Foundation — Teaching of the Apostles  gng
Prophets '

All of this has as its foundation — the fact that what Peter
says about Jesus Christ is frue . For the remainder of

Chap. 1, Peter will offer them the
evidence and assurance — two lines of support:

i Verses 16-18 - Apostolic eyewitness testimony

ii. Verses 19-21 - Authority of prophetic Scriptures
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

The facts to which the apostles and prophets testify are the

foundation for our Christian faith This is what Peter

will base his argument on. (Eph. 2:20; Rom.15:20)
Aposﬂes were EyeWifnesses of Jesus ChI'ISt His
Person and __ Power

Under the direction of the Spirit, God has p
record of their testimony so that we migh

respond in faith to the facts concerning Jesus,

Jesus is the _ focal point; the One who must be believed

- Because of who He is and what He has done.
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

The st Line of Argument — What Peter observed and
heard gs an apostle of Jesus Christ — expe

the

context of other apostles.

Note that verse 16 begins with “For” — meant to ¢on \ect
w/ 16 ‘

It is important to remember ...important to be able to
“call them to mind” .. .why2? Because they are true and

after the apostles pass off the scene, we simply have the

written record of the
eyewifnesses ...... JUSf QS frue dnd le’d !
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)
Complete Plan

Salvation Stands as a

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Peter is talking about the Coming of Jesus Christ The
focal point of what he will sapis t [

jon of our

salvation.

ecting work

ime thw birth, life

and death of Jesus Christ; His resurrection and

Salvation: -Began is eternity p
of God; and accomplished in

ascension into heaven; and completed in His
Future coming again in glorious power of our Lord

and Savior, Jesus Christ
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

Peter begins by saying that he and the other apostles were
not tricked by clever people into believing something
that men devised and made up regarding the coming
of Jesus Christ.

“...we did not follow cleverly devised tales...” - tales
translated is the Greek word muthos — or myth .

“cleverly devised” — conveys the idea of individuals who
with cleverness of their minds and worldly wisdom
concocted a fable or story that the apostles accepted
as true and were now passing along and repeating.

Peter says: __Ihat did not happen!
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

Paul exhorts us to have nothing to do with tales or fables or
myths. (1 Tim. 1:3-4, 4:7)

Why was the practice of embellishing Scripture with all

kinds of tales and or myths happening? Is it prevalent
in the Church today? (2 Tim. 4:3-4; Titus 1:14)

“when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ,” The word translated made known is

used repeatedly in the NT concerning the
Giving of revelation . (Rom. 16:26; 1 Cor. 15:1)
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

Christ’'s POWer to Be Revealed When He Returns

“...the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ...” —
grammatically linked and focused on one event — the
power and coming. Truth made known to you

concerning the future coming of Christ in fullness of
power and Glory .

Peter: “...not a story someone made up....rather we were
Eyewitnesses of His majesty.” (v. 16)

The apostles were eyewitnesses. They saw it with their own
eyes, and heard it with their own ears (v.18)
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

— word that denotes Splendor, grandeur

.-\-"
\
4

The reference is to the transfiguration of Christ recorded in Matt. 17,

Mark @, and Luke 9. It is the time when Christ was transfigured —
underwent the transformation — and displayed His glorious power

as the coming Messiah — fully manifested and made clear to Peter,
James and John. (Read Matt. 17:1-9)

*  What events are in view in 2 Pet. 1:16-182¢
*  Why did Jesus take only Peter, James and John with Him?

* How did the transfiguration event change Peter’s life?
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an
utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
My beloved Son with whom | am well-pleased”™—

Christ received honor and glory from God the Father, and
was distinguished from Him. Christ was identified as God
the Father’s beloved son. God the Father bestowed glory
and honor upon Christ.

11

..This is my beloved Son...” — Christ was clearly identified
as the Messiah. (Ps. 2:6-9)

..with whom | am well pleased.” — Christ was the One who
pleases God . (Isa. 42:1)
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an
utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This is
My beloved Son with whom | am well-pleased”—

What is the content of the Father’s testimony - “This is My
beloved Son with whom | am well-pleased...hear Him”?¢

* The Essence of relationship — One in essence with Me
(affirming the deity of the Son)

* The Love of the relationship — Divine love between God
and Jesus

* The Obedience of the relationship — Everything Jesus

did was according to God’s plan

* The Authority of the relationship — God testified to the
authority of Jesus’ words
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Our Eyewitnesses (1:16-18)

18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we
were with Him on the holy mountain.

God Spoke for Humans to Hear

- Matt. 3:16-17 “This is my beloved Son...” —si
beginning of His _Public ministry

- John 12:27-28 “I have both glorified it and will glorify
it again...” - God will Glorify Himself

- Matt. 17:5 = “This is my beloved Son...listen to Him!” —
Christ was the one to whom Elijah and Moses had pointed

fo.

Why were the disciples afraid after hearing God’s voice?

Village Church of Bartlett 601 W. Bartlett Rd Bartlett, IL 60103 T 630-289-8151 F 630-289-8237 villagechurch@vcob.org www.vcob.org 2 Peter Study



Peter:

Nobody made up a story, nobody fooled
him — He was there, He saw it. He
heard it. It happened. You can
believe it!
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