Experiencing
Victory in a
Hostile World

Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope
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What does it mean to be Armed
for the purpose of Suffering?

;_ e A g
(1 Pet. 4:1-6) e
. [HApEIGE

1. We have armed ourselves with the  JESUSTWALK

attitude or mind of Christ. (v. 1a)

2. We have parted ways with our past life of sin. (v.1b)

3. We have engaged in the pursuit of God’s will, not our
own. (v.2)

4. We know the season of sinning is past. (v.3)
5. We walk out of step with the world. (v.4-5)

6. We live in the hope of vindication beyond death. (v. 6)
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Round-table Questions / Exercises

Answer the following questions and please be prepared to share with the larger group...

1. Read 1 Peter 4:7-11. At the beginning of verse 7 some ~2000 years ago,
Peter says “the end of all things is at hand”. What do you he meant by that?
How could he say that at that time?

2.  What specific things going across our world that lead you to believe this is

occurring on the front pages of our newspapers today?

3. The United States does not appear to be front-and-center on the world’s stage in
end-time prophecy. What are specific things going on in our country today that

could be reasons for that?

4. What do you think will happen to either remove or neutralize America’s position

as the most influential and powerful country in history and in our world today?
5. In your estimation, does this reality appear to be soon? Why or why not?

6. If soon, what should you be doing to prepare for this eventuality?
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1 Peter
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World

* Introduction lt,SNea%e ’i
Peter ‘s Life & Background Overview ThanYo v
* Salutation (1:1 = 2) - Ihink
Our Election into Grace

* QOur Past: Remember Our Anchor... (1:3 — 2:10)
We Have so Great a Salvation

* Qur Present: Remember Our Testimony... (2:11 — 4:6)
How We Navigate Life Really Matters

* Qur Future: Remember Our Living Hope... (4:7 — 5:11)
Our Lord Will Return Soon

* Closing (5:12 — 14)

Greetings, Benediction & Review

Village Church of Bartlett 601 W. Bartlett Rd Bartlett, IL 60103 T 630-289-8151 F 630-289-8237 villagechurch@vcob.org www.vcob.org Studiesin 1 & 2 Peter



Our Focus
During Suffering

Learning Objectives:
To develop confidence amid growing threats from
an unbelieving and evermore hostile world so that

we will...

* Not be surprised but be ready

* Properly focus during inevitable suffering

* Crystallize what our motivation should be
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1 Peter 4:7-11

7 The end of all things is at hand;
therefore, be of sound judgment and sober spirit
for the purpose of prayer.

8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another,
because love covers a multitude of sins.

9 Be hospitable to one another without complaint.

10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

11 Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God;
whoever serves, let him do so as by the strength which God supplies;
so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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Our Focus During Suffering
1 Peter 4:7-11

* Our Incentive (7a)
— “The end of all things is at hand”
* OQur Instructions (7b-11a)

— Y... therefore, be of sound judgment and sober

spirit for the purpose of prayer”

— “Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaint”

— “As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as
good stewards of the manifold grace of God. Whoever speaks, let him
speak, as it were, the utterances of God; whoever serves, let him do so as by
the strength which God supplies”

* Our Inspiration (11b)

— “... so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom

belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
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The END of
Our Incentive (7a) RiL Yhings

1s at HAKD

“The end of all things is at hand”

* Do you believe this2 Why or why not?¢
If so, everything we are comfortable with is about
to change! When people’s comfort zones are
rocked, we react in only one of two ways: Are You Keady!

* We will either bless or we will curse God
* Either way, the greatest opportunity for ministry and service to God and
people is about to be unveiled... are you ready?
* “the end” — means to “finish” or to “bring to a close” or the “limit
at which a thing ceases to be”

* In 64-68 AD, Nero was on the warpath having made Christians
a scapegoat for burning Rome and a few short years later in 70
AD, Jerusalem and the temple would be decimated

* Peter and Paul were martyred during this time; for them and the
early believers, the “end of all things” was clearly at hand
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand’’

* Economy & Money

* Geopolitical Landscape & the Middle East

* Terrorism & Peace

* Rule of Law

* Technology, Media, Knowledge, Education & Transportation
* Disease & Disasters

* Energy, Fuel & Food

* Freedom & Democracy

* Religion

* Leadership Vacuum

* Persecution & Suffering of Christians
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Bridging to Today’s Headlines
The United States...

* Except for the United States, momentum is building
towards world unification against a common foe...
Israel

* America not specifically mentioned in Bible prophecy

e Possible reasons for the demise and neutralization of
America as the world’s superpower

— Economic Collapse

— Moral Disintegration
— Enemies from the Inside

— Enemies from the Outside

— Rapture of the Church
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“The End of All Things is at Hand”

The 2" Coming of Jesus Christ

The Rapture The Return
The Tribulation The Great
Pentecost White Throne
The Great Tribulation JUdgment

“Jacob’s Trouble”

New
Heavens
& Earth

The Kingdom Age

(The Millennium)

1000 Years Eternity




Ouvr Incentive (7a)

* “at hand” — means “near, close, imminent, approaching, ready to
be revealed, bursting forth, breaking out” (Matthew 3:2; 4:17)

* This present world order is coming to an end and it will do so
with a mighty roar

* All things that are contrary to the will of God, evil and godless

will come to an end and the only thing that will be left standing
will be the kingdom of God (Daniel 2; 7; 9)

* Woe will soon see His eternal and unshakeable kingdom burst
forth on planet Earth. It is “at hand”... this is not a time to be
fearful but a time to greatly rejoice... (Luke 21:28)

* Hallelujah, our God reigns!ll (Revelation 19:1-6)

* If these things are true, ‘how then should we live’? Where are you
at? Are you “all in”? What should our focus be as a result?
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Practical Steps to Prepare for...
“End of All Things”’ being “At Hand”’

* Understand what the Scriptures say (1 Peter 1:10-12)

* Understand the times in which we are living (1
Chronicles 12:32)

* Realize that God is sovereign and Lord of all
(Isaiah 46:9-10; 40:18, 21-26; Psalm 2; 33:10-12)

* Assess our ‘hearts’ and begin to put them in ‘order’

— Choose which kingdom we are going to serve (Joshua 24:15)
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Two Different Kingdoms

Me-Centered Kingdom God-Centered Kingdom

Two choice on the shelf, pleasing God or pleasing self!
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Practical Steps to Prepare for...
“End of All Things”’ being “At Hand”’

* Assess our ‘hearts’ and begin to put them in ‘order’

(Continued)
— Sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts (1 Peter 3:15)

— Learn to trust God with all our hearts in all things (Proverbs

3:5-6)

— Put on the full armor of God to be able to stand (Ephesians
6:10-11; Romans 13:11-14)

— Seek and live in infimacy and immanency (2 Peter 3:11-13;
Hebrews 11:10, 26)

— Decide upon our conclusions before the fire (Luke 9:51)

— Cement Heaven as our future home and our living hope

today (Col 3:1-4)
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Practical Steps to Prepare for...
“End of All Things”’ being “At Hand”’

* Assess our ‘houses’ and begin to put them in ‘order’

— Consecrate our relationships

— Pursue ‘living at peace with all men’ (Hebrews 12:14;
Romans 12:18)

— Move towards becoming debt free (Proverbs 22:7)

— Seek and live in community (Hebrews 10:25)
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Experiencing
Victory in a
Hostile World

Compelling Signs Signaling...
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THEVI LLHGE "New To Church?

To present all people complete in Christ.
Sunday Mornings at 10:30 — Bartlett, IL

Home About Connect Media  Calendar Globaf'%utreach Give Contact

Media 1 Peter - Introduction - An Overview &
Introduction of Peter's First Letter

Sermons 02/12/12
/12/ Filter by Date

Teaching & Training Eae:t%Sr:' %42‘15 :S;Eﬁ:)rert Choose

Teaching Filtering

Filter by Series

Blogs >/ Listen Download @ Notes
Choose
Calendar Filter by Category
Choose
- MAY 2013 S 1 Peter - Peter The Man God Used
S M T w T = S 02/05/12 Filter by Speaker

1 2 3 4 Series: 1 & 2 Peter Choose
Pastor: Dave Torres

5 6 / 8 9 11 Show All Messages
\») Listen Download W Notes
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand’’

* Economy/Money

Global economic underpinnings are interdependent

Defaults on loans (Cyprus, Greece, Italy, Spain, etc.) support catastrophic domino
linkages to EU and United States along with massive uprisings in the streets due to
austerity implications

Our government is broke; >$16.7 trillion dollars in debt and rising $1 trillion a
year and this doesn’t include Social Security and Medicare /Medicaid; total
unfunded liabilities is said to be as high as $123 trillion

Each American taxpayer would have to cough up $1,088,936 just to meet the
government's promised obligations not including the average personal debt per
citizen of $53,175.

Many EU countries and US sovereign currency have been downgraded yet both
continue to print money and the dollar’s role as the world’s default currency is at
risk

Money is increasingly electronic versus physical increasing the ability to control it

Price of gold, platinum, silver continue to escalate significantly year-on-year; China
has embarked upon a clandestine plan to own the world’s gold
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Studiesin 1 & 2 Peter
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand”’

* Geopolitics

— Israel claims her land and becomes a nation again in
1948 after over 2000 years of not existing

— Israel has become the epicenter of the focus of the whole world

— Democracy falters in Russia who is courting Iran & the Islamic nations for
the first time in all of history; signed a strategic alliance

— A power struggle has emerging in Europe & the Middle East

— Islamic extremists seek both the United States (Big Satan) and Israel’s
(Little Satan) annihilation

— Peace for Israel is becoming one of the rarest possessions

— Fostering of tensions in the Middle East and the
readiness for war

— Except for the United States, world unification
against a common foe... Israel

— Continual migration of Jews back to Israel (Aliyah)
— Geo-political landscape is a muck
— Growing global calls for a New World Order
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand’’

 Terrorism / Peace
— Safety and security has been eclipsing the economy since 9/11
— Defense spending is bi-modal but changing rapidly

— The world is becoming an incredibly dangerous landscape
littered with the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
that is unmatched in the history of the world

— America’s borders are porous and have been and are being
infiltrated by jihadists in partnership with the drug lords leaving us compromised
as to national security

— Israel will most likely engage Iran’s nuclear apparatus soon and probably spark
a regional war which may draw in the United States, the Arab Union, Egypt,
Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, European Union, Russia, efc.
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Compelling Signs Signaling...

““The End of All Things is at Hand’ s

* Terrorism [ Peace (Continued) .
— One strategically placed nuclear bomb detonated hundreds of miles

above the surface of the United States would create a high-altitude electromagnetic

pulse (HEMP) device that would neutralize all line-of-sight computers, the servers

undergirding the internet, and entire power grid. This could put us back to the 1800s.

* Disruption would be immense. In a matter of hours there would be large-scale looting in the

major cities and in days there would be riots in all large cities over food and water. Marshal
Law would be declared and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) would nationalize
all police forces and take control over managing the people of the United States.

* All major transportation systems would be broken. Most means of communication would not
be possible. No TV, little radio, no useable cell phone systems, no Internet system and no
food or water distribution other than through the direction of Homeland Security. All
essentials would be rationed.

* Those carrying out the DHS directives would confiscate all critical supplies. All able bodied
manpower in the United States would have to report for assignments directed by DHS.

* All financial assets would be frozen. There would be no access to any money, the stock
market would be closed and the U.S dollar would become near worthless on the world
market.

* For weeks, months, and perhaps years there could be little gross national product in the US.

* The U.S is the largest debtor nation in the world so she would be forced to default on her
debt bringing about a massive world depression.
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand’’

* Technology / Media / Knowledge / Education / Transportation

— Technology is becoming capable to manage the
Mark of the Beast including digital footprints leading to
worldwide data mining, analytics and asset tracking

— It took Radio 38 years, TV 13 years, Internet 4 years, and

[-POD 3 years to reach a market audience of 50 million;
FB added 100 million users in 9 months; I-POD app downloads hit 1 billion in @
months; If FB were a country, it’'d be the 4th largest in the world!!!

— Un-tethered, ubiquitous, immediate, global communication has
emancipated the explosion of knowledge

— A sinister and growing existential threat exists which is creating
a climate for global deception by co-opting the media

— Cable and Internet only yet exist as the last bastions
keeping this from happening

— The amount of new technical information is doubling every 2 years — for students
starting a 4 years technical degree, half of what they learn in the first year of study
will be outdated by their third year of the study!ll
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand’’

* Technology / Media /| Knowledge / Education / Transportation (Continued)

Today’s learners will have 10 - 14 jobs by age 38; 1 out of 4 workers has been
with their current employer for < 1 year; 1 out of 2 has been there < 5 years

We are currently preparing students for jobs that don’t yet exist, using
technologies that have not been invented; the top 10 jobs in 2010
did not even exist in 20041l 4 B

o -
The 21st century will be equivalent to 20,000 years of progress -2 P
-1 =)

at today's rate of progressl!!

. - . : s ‘0
Heavy indoctrination underway in the public schools and re-writing 10
history in their textbooks including our Judeo-Christian foundation

Transportation is worldwide

 Disease / Disasters

B

Pandemic disease possibilities multiplying every day VElER: TN
Increasing seismic activity producing increased major
earthquakes worldwide ' o O B ol S

Drought causing famine growth and starvation
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
““The End of All Things is at Hand’’

 Energy / Fuel / Food

— Qil dependency has changed the political construct and becoming
a national security concern

— Food prices continue to escalate significantly

* Freedom / Democracy

— Arab Spring, Iraq and Afghanistan’s futures

— Compromised due to Islamic extremism and Sharia law

— Our Constitution, Declaration of Independence, and Bill of Rights are all at stake
* Religion
— Radical Islam is on the prowl worldwide and committed to g

LIPS THE TURKISH-ISLAMIC UNION =588

establish a worldwide caliphate no matter what the cost Sz

— An abundance of “prophets” the Scriptures prophesy either
exists or is believed to be imminent (i.e. - 12th Imam, etc.)

— Religious leaders debate the authority of Scripture and

pursue ecumenism and tolerance
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
“The End of All Things is at Hand”__l_

* Religion (Continuved)

— Creating a global pattern for religious open-mindedness
paving the way for the establishment of not only one-world
religion but also one-world government

— Growing realization amongst Jews that there is no hope but in God and
that the fulfillment of prophecy is on the immediate horizon

— Religion has married tolerance and politics
* Lack of Leadership

— True and trusted leadership is becoming increasingly
and extremely rare in all venues

— It is clear that God is allowing our Adversary to raise up his own leaders
as his pawns on the world’s stage to prepare the way for the end of days
and Antichrist

— The 2012 presidential election will be the most momentous, destiny-
shaping transformational election in the history of the United States
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Compelling Signs Signaling...
“The End of All Things is at Hand’’ &t

e Persecution

— > 200 million Christians in at least 60 countries are denied
fundamental human rights solely because of their faith

— Christians are the most persecuted group; 75 out of every
100 people killed due to religious hatred are Christians

— In the past 100 years (during the 20th Century) 26,000,000 Chrls’rloms
were martyred for their faith. This is more than the combined total of all
previous centuries. It does not count the untold numbers who were
persecuted in other ways, imprisoned, tortured, and enslaved

— Persecution of believers is accelerating worldwide at a speed not seen
before in the history of the world

“For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not
only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His
sake” (Phi 1:29 NAS)
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