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1 Peter 3:13 - 17 
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World 

“… a primer for winning the war that really matters” 

Developing Confidence In a Hostile World (Part 2) 

Round-table Questions / Exercises  

Choose a leader at your table to play the role of facilitator for the following questions. 

Please be prepared to share with the larger group…  

1. If you were here last week, share a few insights about what you learned as to 
Peter’s principles of how believers can develop confidence in the face of growing 
threats from an unbelieving and evermore hostile world?  
 
 
 
 

2. Read 1 Peter 3:15-17. What does Peter mean by “sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts”? Explain and provide an example. 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What do you think it means to “always being ready to make a defense to 
everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you”? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why is the “hope that is in you” so significant to Peter to answer their request and 
what do you think Peter means by that? 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What is our “conscience” and why is it so important to keep it clean or good?  
What are some practical ways we can do that?  
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Today’s Learning Objectives:   

That we would understand Peter’s principles of how believers can develop confidence in 

the face of growing threats from an unbelieving and evermore hostile world.  

 

1 Peter 3:13-17 

13 And who is there to harm you if you prove zealous for what is good? 14 But even if 

you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their 

intimidation, and do not be troubled, 15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 

always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for 

the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; 16 and keep a good 

conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame.   17 For it is better, if God should will it so, that 

you suffer for doing what is right rather than for doing what is wrong.  

 

Become Devoted to ______________ (15a)    

“But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts”  

• “Sanctify Christ as Lord” – means to “set apart” or to “consecrate” by giving 

Jesus the ___________________ place of focus, adoration, exaltation and 

worship!  (Isaiah 8:13) Some examples of this are…  

• That we make Jesus our ___________________ object of our love, 

reverence, loyalty, obedience, etc., by… (Romans 13:14) 

• Recognizing His ___________________ (Hebrews 7:26-28)  

• Extolling and magnifying His ___________________ (Revelation 

1:12-18) 

• Affirming His ___________________ (Colossians 1:18)  

• Submitting ourselves to His ___________________ including 

suffering (Ephesians 6:6;  Hebrews 10:36; 1 John 2:17)  

• That we affirm our _____________________ to Jesus and His control, 

instruction and guidance by… 
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• Declaring and submitting to His sovereign  

 _____________________ (Deuteronomy 4:35; Psalm 90:2)  

• Demonstrating that we _____________________ only Him  

(Joshua 23:8, 11; 24:21-22) 

• “In your hearts” – This honoring initially takes place internally in our 

_____________________ first before we actually need it externally with others 

• This gives us the ability to navigate suffering with excellence!!!   

• This is done as an act of our _____________________… have you decided this 

before you actually need it?  

 

Become Ready to Defend the _____________ (15b)     

“always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account 

for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence”  

• We, as believers are not just to submit to and endure the blessing of suffering, 

but are to be ready to ____________________ the truth when asked 

• “always” – indicates our need to be ____________________ prepared and ready 

to respond at any and all times  

• “being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you” – “apologia” is the 

Greek word we get our term “apology” or “____________________” from.  It can 

be ____________________ as in a court room  (Acts 25:16; 2 Timothy 4:16) or 

____________________ when the opportunity arises (Philippians 1:16)  

• Obviously due to the ____________________ way we have responded to 

suffering so far, they will want to know what makes us tick…  

• “to give an account for the hope that is in you”  

• “account” is the word “logos” or what we get our translation of 

“______________________” or “______________________” from 

• It calls us to be ready at the very moment when someone asks us to 

explain the following… 

• ________________ do we do what we do 

• What the essence of our ________________ or the 

________________ really is (Hebrews 10:23)  
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• “Yet with gentleness and reverence” 

• “gentleness” means to not be dominant or  ________________ 

(Ephesians 4:15) 

• “reverence” speaks of having a deep  ________________ for the person 

who asked the question and is listening (Colossians 4:6; 2 Timothy 2:24-

26)  

 

Become Pure in _______________________ (16) 

“And keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who 

revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.”  

• “And keep a good conscience” – Our conscience is the divinely-placed internal 

mechanism that either accuses/convicts or excuses/affirms us.  It holds us to our 

____________________ ____________________ ____________________…. 

for us, the Word of God…  

• Our conscience functions more as a ____________________ than a 

____________________  

• We need to keep a ____________________ conscience (1 Timothy 1:5, 

19; 3:9) 

• At ____________________, God cleanses our consciences from guilt, 

shame and self-contempt (Hebrews 9:14; 10:22) 

• We must guard the ____________________ of our consciences (Acts 

23:1; 2 Timothy 1:3) 

• A good or clear conscience allow us to be free from any burden of 

__________________ as we face hostility and criticism from the world 

(Job 27:6; Romans 14:22; 1 Timothy 3:9) 

• An __________________ conscience will keep us to navigate the stress 

arising from difficult trials and persecutions (Genesis 42:21; 2 Samuel 

24:10; Acts 2:37)  

• “so that in the thing in which you are slandered those who revile your good 

behavior in Christ may be put to shame”  

• “slandered” – refers to speaking __________________ about or verbal 

__________________  
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• “revile” – means to “threaten” or “insult” or “mistreat” 

• We must remember in the midst of the fire, that our God will redeem all 

things for His __________________ and our __________________!!! 

(Romans 8:28)  

 


