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1 Peter 3:1-7
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World
“…a primer for winning the war that really matters”
Applying Submission in Our Homes (Part 3)

Opening Questions for Discussion
Choose a leader in your group and facilitate a discussion and responses to the following questions:

1. What does Eph. 5:21 teach?  How does that apply to the husband?


2. In Chapter 2, Peter turned our attention to the Lord Jesus Christ as the model servant, whose silent and sacrificial suffering brought about our own salvation.  What does Paul say about Christ in Eph. 5:22-33?



3. Read vs. 7 using multiple translations.  What do you understand the term “knowledge”, and/or “understanding”, and/or “considerate” refer to?  What does the “grace of life” refer to?    

· Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with [them] according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered (King James Version).

· You husbands likewise, live with [your wives] in an understanding way, as with a weaker vessel, since she is a woman; and grant her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered (NASB).

· Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers (NIV).



Applying Submission in Our Homes (3:1-7)

1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and [a]respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right [b]without being frightened by any fear.

7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with [c]someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.[NASB]


I.  A Beautiful Spirit (3-4)

a. Christian wives are instructed to be _____________ . (3:3-4; 1 Tim. 2:9-10).

b. What does adornment mean?_____________________________________________


c. While outward appearances affect every believer, male or female (Matt. 6; 23:5-6), Peter instructs married women about their priorities concerning _______________________.


d. What was the Lord’s indictment against the women of Israel in Isaiah 3:18-24?

a. They reflected the __________________ of the nations and detract from the _________________________.

e. What should be the wife’s primary focus (1 Pet. 3:4)? _____________________ and what characterizes inner beauty?________________________________________


II. Godly Examples of Old (5-6)

a. Why is Sarah named as the model of submission? ___________________________
(Gen. 18:9-15)


b. Therefore, all believing women who follow Sarah’s example of ________________ are her ________________ (Rom. 4:5-16; Gal. 3:7-29)


c. A Christian wife, who fixes her hope on _________, can “______________________” by being submissive, faithful, and modest without ______________.  


III. Instructions to Husbands (7)

What are some of the unique features of Peter’s instructions to husbands in verse 7?

1. Regarding submission, a _____________________ is specified for the husband.

2. Submission is not specifically called for, rather it is __________________.

3. Elsewhere the one to whom submission is required is looked upon as the ___________________________.

4. Peter assumes that both the husband and the wife __________________.

5. Contrasted witness to the proclamation of the excellencies of Him who called us to the unbelievers who see our submission in the midst of suffering – __________________________________.

6. Husband is not called on to be _______________.

7. Husband is called upon to submit to one _____________________.

IV. Dwelling Together According to Knowledge (7)

Peter instructs husbands to “dwell with” their wives “according to knowledge”?  As we look at different translations of vs. 7, can you see a difference in the way the expression could be understood?


i. What do you think “knowledge” is referring to?

ii. Peter’s use of “knowledge in his second epistle:  2 Peter 1:3, 5-6

iii. The principle point of Peter’s command:  Husbands, keep on ____________________
iv. In accordance with that knowledge which you ________________________________ 
v. (1 Pet. 1:14; 2:15)


vi. What is the knowledge that should govern the way Christian husbands live with their wives?
	1 Pet. 2:21-25 __________________________________________________

	Eph. 5:22-33  __________________________________________________

	1 Cor. 7:3-5  ___________________________________________________
 

V. Honoring Wives (7)

Peter also instructs husbands to grant “honor” to his wife.  The word “honor” is found in vs. 7 as well as 2:7 and 2 Pet. 1:17.  

a. To honor someone is to __________________________________________

b. Honor often has to do with value, but also has to do with _________________ (Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3-8)  

c. Why should a Christian husband honor his wife?
i. He should honor her as the ____________________________(1 Thess. 4:4; 2 Cor. 4:7; 1 Cor. 1:27; 1 Thess. 5:14; Prov. 31:31; Rom. 15:1-2; Gal. 6:1-2)

ii. The husband is to honor his wife because she has been ________________________ to assume the __________________


iii. He should honor her as _______________________________ (1 Pet. 1:13)
1. A Christian husband’s hope should change his __________________________________________

2. Beyond looking at our wives in terms of the present time and culture, Christian husbands must look upon their wives in light of their  ultimate possession – ___________.


VI. Unhindered Prayers (7)

b. The goal of Christ’s suffering was our ________________ (2:21-25)


c. The goal of the wife’s submission in suffering is the _________________________(3:1-2)


d. The goal of the Christian husband’s conduct in relation to his wife is _________________________________(Matt. 6:14-15; Matt. 5:23-24; Jam. 4:1-4)



To Husbands:

Manifest the servanthood of Christ toward your wife.  The cross is not only the pattern for your Christian marriage, it is the basis.  Only the husband who has the mind of Christ will persistently seek to serve his wife sacrificially.  May God give us the grace to do it.
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