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1 Peter 3:1-7
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World
“…a primer for winning the war that really matters”
Applying Submission in Our Homes (Part 2)

Opening Questions for Discussion
Choose a leader in your group and facilitate a discussion and responses to the following questions:

1. In general, how does our culture today respond to God’s command to be submissive to their husbands?

 
2. Read 1 Peter 3:1-2.   What kinds of speech should be silenced?



3. Why are modest apparel and a “gentle and quiet spirit” pleasing to God?



4. Read I Cor. 10:31.  What must be our guiding goal and principle related to our conduct and outward appearance?



5. How has Peter challenged us to think about evangelism in these verses?



6. Read Phil. 2:3-4 and Eph. 4:1-3.  Discuss some of the specific ways to demonstrate to your spouse that he or she is important?



Applying Submission in Our Homes (3:1-7)

1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, 2 as they observe your chaste and [a]respectful behavior. 3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this way in former times the holy women also, who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves, being submissive to their own husbands; 6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right [b]without being frightened by any fear.

7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with [c]someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.


I. Submission to Husbands (1-2)

a. 1 Peter 3:1-6 seems to divide evenly into three sections:
i. Verses 1-2:  _____________ which should characterize wives whose husbands are both lost and hostile to the faith.

ii. Verses 3-4:  The womans’ attitude toward ______________.

iii. Verses 5-6:  The _______________ of godly women in the Old Testament

b. What does “in the same way” refer to in 1 Peter 3:1?  ________________________

c. Christian wives are instructed to __________ to their ________________________

d. What does Peter NOT tell the Christian wife to do?

i. 1 Cor. 7:13-15 __________________________

ii. Prov. 19:13	___________________________

iii. Luke 21:12-15  __________________________ (1 Cor. 2:1-5; 2 Cor. 2:17; 4:1-2; 2 Thess. 2:1-12)

e. Rather than words, wives are to witness to their husbands through their ___________.  It’s not what she says, it is what she _____

f. God’s designed principle:  (Eph. 5:22; Col. 3:18; Titus 2:4-5)

i. _______________________________________

g. Who does “Disobedient to the word” (3:1) characterize? ______________________ (1:2, 2:8)


h. Christian wives are instructed to be ______________ to their husbands. (3:2).

i. “Chaste” and “respectful” denotes _____________________________ (Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 5:22; Titus 2:5; James 3:17)


II.  A Beautiful Spirit (3-4)

a. Christian wives are instructed to be _____________ . (3:3-4; 1 Tim. 2:9-10).

b. What does adornment mean?_____________________________________________


c. While outward appearances affect every believer, male or female (Matt. 6; 23:5-6), Peter instructs married women about their priorities concerning _______________________.


d. What was the Lord’s indictment against the women of Israel in Isaiah 3:18-24?

a. They reflected the __________________ of the nations and detract from the _________________________.

e. What should be the wife’s primary focus (1 Pet. 3:4)? _____________________ and what characterizes inner beauty?________________________________________


III. Godly Examples of Old (5-6)

a. Why is Sarah named as the model of submission? ___________________________
(Gen. 18:9-15)


b. Therefore, all believing women who follow Sarah’s example of ________________ are her ________________ (Rom. 4:5-16; Gal. 3:7-29)


c. A Christian wife, who fixes her hope on _________, can “______________________” by being submissive, faithful, and modest without ______________.  

d. Does this exclude any intimidation to sin, disobedience to God’s Word, or imposition of physical harm? (Acts. 4:18-20; 5:28,29; Titus 1:6) _______

IV. Conclusions 

a. We do not convert people by our persuasive powers, but by our _________ consistent with the ___________________________.(1 Pet. 2:12;21-25)

b. Peter addressing believers:  Those who have come to Christ must _________________.


c. Coming to Christ will result in ____________________.


d. May God turn our hearts to fully trust in Him, who turns suffering to _________________ and full of ___________ (1 Pet. 1:6-8)


Whether as a citizen, an employee, or a marriage partner, the role of the Christian is always the same:  Obey God’s ordained pattern of submission.  Doing so will please God and be a testimony that honors Him before the lost.
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