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Round-table Questions

Choose a leader at your table and facilitate a discussion and responses to the

1.

following questions:

If you have read 1 Peter or have been in our on-going study of 1 Peter chap. 1-2,
what significant truths or applications stand out for you? Why?

2. What characteristics are essential in your life to have an exemplary testimony for
Christe Explain.

3. Back in verse 2:11, it refers to believers as strangers and aliens. Is it possible for these
believers to become indifferent to the dictates of their environment, whether by the
law, employer, or spouse? Explain and provide examples.

4. Read 1 Peter 3:1-7. Why do you think Peter directs six (6) verses at women and only
one (1) at men?

5. How does our culture today respond to submission?

6. Suppose one of your very good friends confides that her husband is cruel and abusive
to her. She is a believer, he is not. What advice would you provide her?
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Submission in Our Homes

Today’s Objective: That we would give honor to
God for His ordained pattern of submission.
Whether as a citizen, an employee, or a
marriage partner, the role of the Christian is
always the same: Obey His pattern of
submission. Doing so will please Him and be a

.esﬁmony to the lost.
»
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(Command for Submission)
to your own husbands

so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word,
they may be won without a word (Motive for Submission)

by the behavior of their wives, Submission "n OUI’
2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior. HO mes

3 Your adornment must not be merely external
—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses;
4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart,
with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, (Extent for Submission)
which is precious in the sight of God.

:.-> 1 Peter 3:1-7
: oH-WIVeS,

5 For in this way in former times the holy women also,
who hoped in God, used to adorn themselves,
being submissive to their own husbands; .. . .
J (Application of Submission)
6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham,
calling him lord, and you have become her children if you do what is right |
without being frightened by any fear.

as with someone weaker, since she is a woman;
and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life,
so that your prayers will not be hindered.

(Reason for Submission)
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Spirit Inspired Themes — 1 Peter

a. God’s notice of how we will all suffer even as Jesus
Christ suffered

(11 o ° 9y
1. Comes in various forms: (1:6) - YAIOUs gle]t

2. Sometimes it’s the direct result of living in a fallen world
(2:12) — in that case we _Suffer for the sake of  (3:14)

righteousness

-

3.1t is good, as Peter reminds us later in chc:p’rer“- |
suffer as “a Christian”  (4:16)

b. God’s concern for our behavior

1. We can’t control our circumstances; but as believers, we can

control our behavior as we come under control of

Jesus Christ (1:13-15; 2:12; 3:1-2; 3:16)
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Spirit Inspired Themes — 1 Peter

a. God’s desire that we __defer to others in authority
over us.

1. That we submit ourselves, subject ourselves, and

respect those that God has placed in positions of
leadership.

2. Regardless of whether those in such positions qr' !
righteous or unrighteous . ,,
3.By deferring, we defer to _God’s sovereignty (1:138¢

1:18: 3:1; 5:5)

d. God’s desire that we follow in the €xample ¢
Jesus Christ . (2:21; 4:16)

e. We live in the sure hope of fytyre Glory (1:3, 1:21,
1:13)
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The Epistle to Strengthen

1 Peter written to scattered Christians undergoing
persecutions — with the goal in mind of encouraging

them.....

e How to live in the midst of g hostile society

conduct yourselves

* How to in a wo

set against you.

* To elevate themselves and turn toward Their
Living hope  in Christ.
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1 Peter
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World

1. Our Past: Remember Our Anchor... (1:1 = 2:10)

We Have so Great a Salvation

2. Our Present: Remember Our Testimonyw.. (2:11 = 4:6)
How We Navigate Life Really Matteks

3. Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope... (4:7 —
5:11)
Our Lord Will Return Soon
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Living in Submission

. -

The command is given to _Submit . The word

“submit” is a military term meaning to
Arrange in military fashion ynder the commander, to

put oneself in an attitude of submission.

a. In addition to being a matter of authority,
submission is also a matter of __Friority Eph. 5:21;
Phil. 2:1-5

b. Submit yourselves to every Human institution .
which are ultimately _Derived by God  Rom. 13:1
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Living in Submission

a. The importance of Submission

1. Read Phil. 2:1-4; __ Submission s the key to unity

and harmony in human relationships.

2. Satan’s fall and his on-going rebellion

is a
manifestation of his refusal to  Submit to God

likewise, he __T1€mMpts  men to follow in his footsteps
and act __Independent of God (Isa 14:] 22l Ezek

28:11-15; Matt. 4:1-11) ,

3. Submission is at the core of Man’s relationship"with God

(Matt 21:23; 33-46)
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Worldly Submission vs. Biblical Submission

Worldly

Limited as men can make
it — Status;

Compulsory, imposed
from without-

Is legalistic, outward
compliance;

Motivated by Self-Interest;

Given to those in
authority who expect that
we act in away that
benefits them;

others and to maximize
one’s own independence;

May act in the way one

authority demands, but
seldom silently;
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Minimizes dependence on

Biblical

(Mark 9:33-37; Eph. 5:21;22; 6:1; 1 Pet.
2:13-17)

Broad as mankind

Voluntary, from the heart

(Heb. 11:}-6) Motivated by:
Faith, hope, and love

Resulting in seidacrifice
(Eph. 5:21-33; Phil. 2:1-8; 1 Pet. 2:21-25)

Given to Him

Jesus is the model

(Rom. 14:7; 1 Cor. 11:11)
Recognizes our:
Dependence on others and

surrenders independence

2 Pet. 2:18-25; 3:1-6; Ps. 34:10-12; Eph.

4:25,29; Col. 3:8
Often evident in the

silence which
accompanies suffering

Christian :

Subject
to God;
Each
other;
Husbands
/Wives
mutually
to each
other;

To all;
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Applying Submission in the Home

a. 1 Peter 3:1-6 seems to divide evenly into

sections:

i Verses 1-2: dilence i should chc:rac’rerizé-_ Wi,

whose husbands are both lost and hostile to the faith.

ii. Verses 3-4: The womans' attitude toward adornment

iii. Verses 5-6: The _example of godly women in the Old
Testament

b. What does “in the same way” refer to in 1 Peter 3:1¢
Likewise — continuation of thought (2:13, 2:18)

c. Christian wives are instructed to submit to their
own husbands
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Applying Submission in the Home

d. What does Peter NOT tell the Christian wife to do?

1 Cor. 7:13-15 Not divorce him

5 Prov. 19:13 Not nag her husband with the Gospel

Luke 21:12-15Not appeal to subtle persuasion (1
Cor. 2:1-5; 2 Cor. 2:17; 4:1-2; 2 Thess. 2:1-12)
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Applying Submission in the Home

e. Rather than words, wives are to witness to their
husbands through their behavior | |’s not what she

says, it is what she is .

f. God’s designed principle: (Eph. 5:22; Col. 3:18; Titus
2:4-5) _ Wives, submit to your husbands

faithful

g. Christian wives are instructed to be to their

husbands. (3:2).

i. “Chaste” and “respectful” denotes
Purity in character and conduct  (phil. 4:8; 1 Tim.

5:22; Titus 2:5; James 3:17)
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