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Round-table Questions / Exercises

Choose a leader at your table to play the role of facilitator for the
following questions. Please be prepared to share with the larger group...

1. If you were here last few weeks, share a few insights about
what our motive for submission should be in the work place?

2. Read verse 21a. What do you believe Peter is alluding to
when he says “we have been called for this purpose”? Explain.

3. Why do you suppose that is the “will of God” in our lives?

4. Read 1 Peter 2:21b-24. If you were to survey a typical cross
section of people in Western society about who Jesus was,
what would be some of their answers?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 2:2. What image should be the most
significant? Why?¢

6. Describe the example Jesus left us to model when we suffer.
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1 Peter
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World

* Introduction
Peter ‘s Life & Background Overview

* Salutation (1:1 = 2)
Our Election into Grace

* Qur Past: Remember Our Anchor... (1:3 — 2:10)
We Have so Great a Salvation

* Our Present: Remember Our Testimony... (2:11 — 4:6)
How We Navigate Life Really Matters

* Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope... (4:7 — 5:11)
Our Lord Will Return Soon

* Closing (5:12 — 14)

Greetings, Benediction & Review

T
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Applying Submission in Our Workplaces
1 Peter 2:18-21a

* |ntroduction

* Our Mandate for Submission (18)

— “Servants, be submissive to your masters with all
respect, not only to those who are good and
gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable.”

* Our Motive for Submission (19-21q)

— “For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience
toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly.”

— “For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure
it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you
patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.”

—  “For you have been called for this purpose”
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Our Motive for Submission (19-21a)

* Where the rubber meets the road for us as believers...

— | am sovereignly ordained and have been appointed by the
Most High God to suffer and be treated harshly at work

— This might materialize because of the sinful actions of my

superiors or it might occur just because | happen to be a

believer in Jesus Christ

— In response to this, God asks me to submit to them in @

biblical and a respectful way “as unto the Lord”

— As a result, my supernatural responses will become o

testimony that my manager and my associates will see

— In the process of doing that, | am actually putting the glory

of God on display for all to see!
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Our Model in the
Midst of Suffering

Learning Objectives:
That we commit to follow of an example of

what biblical submission looks like before we

encounter daunting situations in our lives so we
will navigate them in such a way that God is
pleased and He gets the glory.
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1 Peter 2:21b - 25

21b ... since Christ also suffered for you,
leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps,

22 who committed no sin,
nor was any deceit found in His mouth;

23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return;
while suffering, He uttered no threats,
but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;

24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross,
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness;
for by His wounds you were healed.

25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you
have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.
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Our Model in the Midst of Suffering
1 Peter 2:21b-25

* |ntroduction

* Our Standard for Suffering (21b-23)

£

— "... since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example for you to follow in His steps, who
committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His
mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile
in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but
kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously”

* Our Substitute in Suffering (24)

— “and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to
sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”

* Qur Shepherd through Suffering (25)

— “For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to
the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls”
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Introduction

... since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow

in His steps, who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His

mouth; and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He

uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously.

* All of us as followers of Christ have been called to
persecution and suffering be it in the workplace, in the civic

square, in the marketplace of ideas, at home, with our

immediate or extended families, or in our neighborhoods...
(1 Peter 2:20-21a; 2 Corinthians 4:11; 2 Timothy 3:12)

* Jesus’ path to glory was first forged on the anvil of suffering
(Luke 24:25-26)

* In all forms of suffering we are in the midst of experiencing

or ever will encounter, we must look to Jesus as our standard,
our example, and our pattern to follow
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Our Standard for Suffering (21b-23)

* “since Christ also suffered for you”

— Jesus suffering was similar to ours

* He was crucified as a criminal (Isaiah 53:12; Matthew 27:38)

* He committed no crime (1Peter 1:19; Isaiah 53:9; John 8:46; 2
Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26)

— Jesus suffering was different than ours

* His suffering was also redemptive in nature

11
* “leaving you an example

— His responses and attitude in His death on the cross
provides us with the ultimate example of how to

respond to unmerited persecution and punishment
(Hebrews 12:3-4)
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Our Standard for Suffering (21b-23)

* “leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps”

— “Example” means to “write underneath” and refers to a

pattern placed under a sheet of tracing paper

so the original images could be duplicated

* An example was learning to write the alphabet

* Jesus is our example or pattern on which we are

to frace our lives

— “steps” means “footprints” or “tracks”

* In our lives, just like for Jesus, our footprints through

this world are often along paths of unjust suffering

* We need to ensure ours match and follow His

* He calls us to “walk this way” (Ephesians 4:1, Colossians 1:10)
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Our Standard for Suffering (21b-23)

* How Jesus did NOT respond —“who committed no sin, nor
was any deceit found in His mouth; and while

being reviled, He did not revile in return;
while suffering, He uttered no threats”
— Verbal Abuse

* “being reviled” means to “pile abuse onto someone” through the use of
incredibly abusive and vile language over and over against someone

— Physical Abuse

* “while suffering” Jesus didn’t give back threats even though He had
every right to do so

* Instead, as an act of His will and in deference to God’s plan for Him,
He chose to submit to the suffering

* He even went so far as to ask His Father to T:;_,' &
forgive those who abused Him (Luke 23:34) EP |
a
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Our Standard for Suffering (21b-23)

* How Jesus DID respond — “but kept entrusting Himself
to Him who judges righteously” (2 Corinthians 4:17-18)

111 ° 77 (11 ° s ln

— “enfrusting” means to “commit” or to /
“hand over” and is in the imperfect -

-

verb tense which speaks of a repeated past action

* With each new wave of verbal and physical abuse, Jesus was

“always handing Himself over” to God for safekeeping

* Jesus continued with this choice to the very end (Luke 23:46)

— “to Him who judges righteously”

* Undergirding Jesus’ peaceful and resolute acceptance of

suffering was an unshakeable confidence in the perfectly
righteous plan of His heavenly Father (John 4:34; 15:10; 17:25)
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Our Substitute in Suffering (24)

“and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that
we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His

wounds you were healed.”

* Verse 24 expresses the reality of Jesus ‘;
substitutionary death on my behalf L g S

(Mark 10:45; Romans 5:8; Ephesians 5:2)

— “Redemption” - The voluntary, substitutional act of which Jesus

Christ paid with His own blood to purchase us out of our
former life of forced slavery to sin, who's sting (consequences)
is death, into volitional obedience to God (freedom), who's
gift is eternal life (Galatians 3:13; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter
3:18)
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Our Substitute in Suffering (24)

* Verse 24 expresses the reality of Jesus substitutionary death

on my behalf (Continued)

“Justification” - The legal and formal acquittal and pardon

from guilt by God as judge - It is pronouncing the sinner /
transgressor righteous who trusts / believes on / in the Lord

Jesus Christ (Romans 3:24; 5:1, 9, 18)

“Reconciliation” - The act of God to make &

friends with mankind again by taking

away the hostility through the blood
of Christ (Romans 5:10; 1 Cor 7:11; 2 Cor 5:8, 20; Col 1:22)

“Propitiation” - Qur deliverance from the wrath of God on sin

by Jesus Christ’s blood-spilling work on the cross (Hebrews
2:17; 1 John 2:2; 4:10)
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Round-table Questions / Exercises

Choose a leader at your table to play the role of facilitator for the
following questions. Please be prepared to share with the larger group...

1. If you were here last few weeks, share a few insights about
what our motive for submission should be in the work place?

2. Read verse 21a. What do you believe Peter is alluding to
when he says “we have been called for this purpose”? Explain.

3. Why do you suppose that is the “will of God” in our lives?

4. Read 1 Peter 2:21b-24. If you were to survey a typical cross
section of people in Western society about who Jesus was,
what would be some of their answers?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 2:2. What image should be the most
significant? Why?¢

6. Describe the example Jesus left us to model when we suffer.
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