1 Peter

Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World
“… a primer for winning the war that really matters”

Outline

Introduction
Author

Peter the Man
Other than our Lord Jesus, what faithful man or woman in scripture has been the greatest example of godliness for you and has challenged you to be a person whose walk with the Savior is worth imitating?  (See also Hebrews 13:7)



What do you recall as the most difficult lesson you’ve learned?  Are you glad you had the experience?



What qualities of leadership do you appreciate most?  In what person or persons have you seen those best exemplified?  How has that person helped you?



List as much information about Peter’s family and background as possible (Home town, father, brother, education, marital status, occupation, etc.).


Peter the Man God Used

Our innermost character is important to God.  What power does He offer us to enable us to follow His ways and have character like His?

What can we learn about God and our failure by observing Jesus’ response to Peter’s failure?

Scripture informs us that God, who loves us and sent His Son to die for our sins, has ordained that we suffer as saints.  Share your thoughts on this truth.  Is this easy to understand and accept?


When you think of suffering for your faith, what kinds of situations come to your mind?  Please provide specific examples.

What are some examples from the Scriptures of people who were persecuted for their faith?

Why do you think we as believers in the United States have not experienced suffering and persecution to the extent our brothers and sisters have in other parts of the world and throughout history?

Do you believe that is about to change?  Why or why not?


If it does, describe the various ways that might begin to happen?
Explain what might have to change in your life to allow you to be a testimony for Christ in the face of great suffering and persecution?
The Purpose & Context of the Letter
What was the purpose and context for Peter in writing this letter?


Destination & Recipients 
Who did Peter write this letter and where were they located?

Place & Date of Writing
Where did Peter write the letter from?  How do you know?

When did he write it?  Why do you think that?

Themes
What are various themes that are embedded in Peter’s first letter?

Bridge to Today
When you compare and contrast then to today, what are similarities to what was going on then with what is either about to go on or is going on today in believers’ lives?


Salutation – Our Election into Grace (1:1 – 2)
It’s Condition (1a)

Peter begins by identifying himself as an “apostle of Jesus Christ”. Read the lists of Jesus apostles (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:16; Luke 6:14; Acts 1:13). What do you observe as to where Peter’s name is found?  Why do you think it is there?

Peter writes to these people who he says are “scattered (Diaspora) throughout” present day Turkey (Asia Minor provinces). Locate them on a map. Any observations you can make about them?


Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles while Peter was the apostle to the Jews, as stated in Galatians 2:7-9. We get “dispersion” from “Diaspora”. Who are Peter’s readers who are “scattered” here, Jews or Gentiles or believers in general?  See also John 7:35; James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:14, 2:10-11, 4:3-4.  Why?  


Peter calls those he is writing to “aliens”.   What does that mean and why did he use this term to describe them?


What three things did Peter want to communicate to them?


Luke 21:12; Philippians 1:29; James 1:1-3 –


1 Peter 1:1b - 



1 Peter 4:13, 16, 19; Romans 8:35-39; 2 Timothy 3:11; Hebrews 
10:34-36 –
It’s Nature (1b)
Peter calls his readers those “who are chosen” here.   Is that significant?  If so, why is it? (See also 2:9)

Another word for “chosen” here is “elect”.  Explain what the doctrine of election is as you understand it. 
Ephesians 1:4-5, 11; 2:10 - 

2 Thessalonians 2:13 - 

John 6:37-45, 15:16; 17:6, 12, 24 - 

Romans 8:29-30 -

1 Corinthians 1:27 -

Colossians 3:12 -

1 Thessalonians 1:4 -

Titus 1:1 – 
Acts 13:46-49 -




How do you balance that dimension of God’s sovereignty with the scriptural teaching of man’s clear accountability before God for his sins?

It’s Source (2a)
One explanation of the “foreknowledge” of God the Father as a way of explaining His sovereign, elective choice is that the term really means “foresight” or “supernatural knowledge of the future”.  In other words God looked down through the corridors of time and saw who would end up believing in the Gospel and who would not and “chose for salvation” those who He saw were going to believe in Him.  Do you believe that?  Why or why not?
If that isn’t what it really means, what does God’s “foreknowledge” mean?  (See also 1:20; Acts 2:23; Jeremiah 1:5)
It’s Sphere (2b)
The outworking of God the Father’s elective choice made in eternity past begins in time “by the sanctifying work of the Spirit”.  What is that?
Ephesians 2:8 - 


Acts 11:15-18 – 

Titus 3:5 – 

Romans 8:16-17 – 

Explain what this “sanctifying” process is.  (See also Philippians 1:6)

It’s Effect (2c)
According to 2c, what will be the effect of election upon a believer?

Why then do those who have been rescued still sin?


Will it always be that way?  Why or why not?
It’s Security (2d)
What security should we realize when we read that we have been “sprinkled with the blood of Jesus Christ”? (See also Exodus 19:3-20:17; 24:3-8; Hebrews 9:19-20; 10:19-25; 12:24)

What appears to be the meaning of blood sprinkled on the “alter”?

What appears to be the meaning of blood sprinkled on the “people”?
It’s Advantages (2e)
Read the end of verse 2.  What are the advantages of both clearly understanding election and “basking in its glory”?

What are some reasons why this must be?


1.  



2. 



3. 


4. 


5. 


6. 

So, in summary, write out the following that you have learned about election so far…


What is the condition of our election?



What is the nature of our election?



What is the source of our election?

What is the sphere of our election?

What is the effect of our election?

What is the security of our election?


What are the advantages of our election?

Our Past: Remember Our Anchor… We Have so Great a Salvation (1:3 – 2:10)
v
Our Salvation’s Certainty (1:3 – 12)



Our Living Hope is being preserved by God’s Power (1:3 – 5) 

The Source of our Inheritance (3a)
At the beginning of verse 3, there is no “be” in the original Greek. How might that change your understanding of what Peter was saying here?
Who is the source of our inheritance then?

What do the following names reveal about our Savior?

“Lord” – 

“Jesus” –

“Christ” –

The Motive of our Inheritance (3b)

What appears to be the motive for our inheritance? (See also Ephesians 2:4-5)
What does the adjective “great” add?
What is “mercy” and how does it differ from “grace”?

The Appropriation of our Inheritance (3c)

Can a sinner change their nature?  (See also Jeremiah 13:23; 17:9; John 3:5-7)
According to Peter, what must occur for a person to receive an eternal inheritance from God?

Read Numbers 21:4-9. How does this story represent an illustration of this “new birth”?

What outcome is received as a result of this new birth of being born again? (See also 2 Peter 3:13; Philippians 1:21; Romans 5:1-2; Galatians 5:5)
What power appropriated this spiritual birth?  (See also John 11:25-26; 14:19; 1 Corinthians 15:17, 19, 20-28,47-49, 54-57)
The Nature of our Inheritance (4a)

“Inheritance” could also be described as “possession”. What is this inheritance that believers will obtain?
Peter describes it in three ways.  What do those mean and what do they add to our understanding of it?

“Imperishable” – 

“Undefiled” (See also Philippians 3:7-9; Colossians 1:12) –

“Will not fade away” (1 Peter 5:4) –

The Security of our Inheritance (4b-5)

Read Matthew 6:19-21.  What do that and verses 4b-5 add to our understanding of our inheritance?
What significance is there to the fact that it is in “heaven”? (See also Revelation 21:27; 22:14-15)

What confidence would the fact that we and Peter’s readers who possess this inheritance are “protected by the power of God” provide to us/them? (See also Romans 8:31-39; Jude 24)
What role does “faith” appear to play in this security of our inheritance?  Please explain.
Describe in your own words what this “salvation” is.

What significance should we realize by the fact that Peter says that it is “ready to be revealed”?

When is the “last time” which appears to be when we will realize our eternal inheritance? (See also Revelation 21: 1 – 22:5)
Explain why this personal knowledge as to the security of our inheritance would have been so comforting to his readers?

Our Joy is being proven through God’s Trials or When Life Really Sucks & Doesn’t Make Sense (1:6 – 9)
The Nature of trials (6b)

Their Length

What do you think Peter means when he says that “even now”, our trials are only “for a little while”?
Their Origin & Purpose

According to Peter what appears to be the key to unlocking the purpose for trials in our lives?


Who ensures us that trials are “necessary”?



What makes trials “necessary”?



Their Impact

What do trials naturally do to us? (See also Philippians 4:4-7, 13)


Their Description

Peter describes trials in our lives as being “various”.  Read James 1:2 also.  What do they mean by “various trials”? Which ones are these?



Our attitude in the midst of trials (6a, 8)

Peter begins verse 6 with “in this”.  What does he mean by or what is he referring to when he says “this”?  (See also Hebrews 10:32-35)


What are four adjectives Peter uses to describe our “living hope” in verse 4?  What does each of them mean?

1. 



2.


3.


4.

Read verses 6a and 8.  What appear to be the attitudes that we should have while we are in the midst of trials?

Peter says we need to “greatly rejoice” in verses 6a and 8c in two ways.  What do each of them mean below and explain how we might do that in our trials? 
“… with joy inexpressible” – 
 “… and full of glory” – 
Explain what each of the following say and how do they support or add to our ability to “greatly rejoice” in the midst of trials?

James 1:2 – 

John 15:11 – 

Psalm 4:7 – 

Psalm 5:11 – 

Psalm 9:2 –

Psalm 32:11 – 

Psalm 37:4 –

Psalm 43:3-4 –
Read verse 8a.  What are the two dimensions of intimacy that we experience now even “though we have not seen Him” or “do not see Him now”?
In verse 8 Peter is saying that “you are in the process of loving Him (Christ)” and that “you are in the process of believing or building your faith in Him (Christ)”.  What is the significance of the fact that Peter uses the present tense progressive verbs here for both “loving” and “believing” or “trusting”.  
Read John 21:15-17.  Why would this have been so transformational in Peter’s life?
Explain what each of the following say and how do they support or add to our ability to “love Him” in the midst of trials?

I Peter 2:7 – 

1 John 4:19 – 

Ephesians 6:24 – 

John 14:15, 21, 24 – 
Explain what each of the following say and how do they support or add to our ability to “believe or trust in Him” in the midst of trials?

John 20:29 – 

1 Corinthians 13: 7 – 

Results because of trials (7, 9)

What are the four results that God wants to develop as outcomes in our lives as a result of going through trials?

1. Verse 7 –

2. Verse 7 – 

3. 1 Peter 2:20 – 

4. Verse 9 – 

What does Peter mean by the “proof of your faith” in verse 7?
Why would this be “more precious than gold which is perishable”?

What significance is there to why Peter adds to the fact that gold is “even though tested by fire”?

What does Peter mean when he says that this “proof” should “result in praise, glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” in verse 7?  
Who does Peter say will get that “praise, glory and honor”?
What does Peter mean when he says “obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls” in verse 9?  Does he mean that this is a way to earn our salvation?  Why or why not?
Some ancient manuscripts do not contain “your” before “souls”.  How might that possibly change your interpretation of this phrase here?
Our Conclusions Regarding Trials in our Lives


Anchors to Remember for Our Souls 

As a result of our study on trials in our lives, what are some of the “anchors for our souls” (Hebrews 6:19) that we have learned by which we can apply to our lives when we see trials coming or to remember when we are in them?


Key Decisions to Make
As a result of our study on trials in our lives, what are some of the key decisions we need to make as a result of what we have learned in order to apply to our lives when we see trials coming or to remember when we are in them?



The Unveiling of “So Great a Salvation” (1:10 – 12)
It was studied by the prophets (1:10 – 11a) 
Regardless of our circumstances, we as believers should never stop “rejoicing” over the “greatness of our salvation”!  What do the following verses say that supports that truth in our lives?

1. Psalm 96:2 – 


2. Psalm 21:1 – 


3. Psalm 40:16 –


4. Psalm 71:23 –


5. 1 Chronicles 16:23 – 


6. Isaiah 25:9 –


7. Isaiah 35:10 –


8. 1 Corinthians 6:20 – 

9. 1 Thessalonians 5:16 – 

10. Revelation 5:9 –

Who were these “prophets” in verses 10-11a according to the following verses?

1. Hosea 12:10 – 

2. Amos 3:7 – 


3. Hebrews 1:1 –


4. James 5:10 – 
What were they most fascinated by?

Did God have a different plan of salvation in the Old Testament besides grace?  Why or why not?

1. Deuteronomy 32:15 – 


2. Psalm 3:8 – 


3. Psalm 27:1 – 


4. Isaiah 55:1-2, 6-7 – 


5. Jonah 2:9 – 

Was God was not a “gracious God” in the Old Testament?  Why or why not?

1. Psalm 84:11 – 


2. Genesis 6:8 – 


3. Jonah 4:2 – 


4. John 1:14 – 

What did Peter mean by the “grace that would come to you”? (See also Isaiah 45:20-24)

What is the significance that they “made careful searches and inquiries” into their own writings?

As they did, what three primary things did they conclude?

1. Messiah would _____________ (Psalm 22; Isaiah 53)


2. Messiah would _____________ (Psalm 2:6-9; 16:10; Isaiah 9:6-7)


3. Messiah would _____________ (Isaiah 61:1-2)

What does the fact that they wanted to know “what person” (who) the Messiah would be and the “time” of the Expected One’s coming would be? 
Read Matthew 11:1-3.  How does Jesus answer John the Baptist? (See also Isaiah 29:18-19; 35:5-10; 61:1)

It was inspired by the Spirit (1:11b – 12a)

Who was the agent of God’s revelation to these prophets?  (See also Jeremiah 1:9; 23:28; Ezekiel 2:7; Amos 3:7-8)
What were the two overall themes that these prophecies outlined?

1. Daniel 9:24-26; Zechariah 12:10 –


2. Daniel 2:44; 7:13-14; Zechariah 2:10-13; 14:16-17 –

What is the significance of the “Spirit of Christ” being “within them” and was “indicating” as He “predicted” these things?
What conclusion did the Spirit provide them when He says that “they were not serving themselves, but you”? (See also Hebrews 11:13, 39-40)
Explain how the cross of Jesus Christ and the New Covenant is the pinnacle for both those of the Old Testament and those of the New Testament? (See also Hebrews 9:15)

In what way(s) did those in the Old Testament live with the same “hope” as we do today?
It was preached by the apostles (1:12b)

Read verse 12b.  What are “these things which now have been announced to you” that Peter refers to here? (See also Acts 2:38-39; 2 Corinthians 6:11-2)

Who are “those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven”?
It was examined by the Angels (1:12b)
What significance do the following words add to Peter’s description of the interest, curiosity or fascination holy angel’s have as to the greatness of our salvation?

1. “Things” –


2. “Long” (See also Hebrews 6:11; Luke 22:15) –


3. “Look” (See also John 20:5) –
Why do you think angels “long” to look into it?


Our Salvation’s Consequences (1:13 – 2:10)

Our Response to Salvation (1:13 – 17)

Respond with Hope (13)

In verse 13, what primary thing God command Peter’s readers to do? What does that mean? (See also 1:3-5)



What similarities do faith and hope have?   (See 1:21; Romans 5:1-2; Galatians 5:5; Hebrews 11:1) 

How is hope different from faith? (James 1:6; Hebrews 3:6)
What significance do you think Peter’s addition of the word “completely” bring to the context?
When is the “revelation of Jesus Christ”? (See also Revelation 1:7-8; Titus 2:11-14)
At the beginning of verse 13, Peter provides two modifying phrases which describe to believers how they are to fix their hope.  What are they and what do they mean?

Respond in Holiness (14-16)

What significance does the qualifier “as obedient children” add to how Peter opens up this section?

Read verses 14-15.  What are the two things Peter commands his readers to do?

1. What are they to NOT do? (See also Romans 12:2)


2. What are they TO do? (See also Ephesians 5:1)
What does Peter mean when he speaks of the “former lusts which were yours in your ignorance”?


Respond with Worship (17)

What does it mean to “conduct yourselves in fear” mean in this context?
How should the fact that we live our lives “before the omniscient presence” matter in the decisions we make?  (See also Hebrews 4:13)

According to verse 17 why should we do that?
The Wonder of Redemption (1:18 – 21)

Describe what the word “redemption” means.
What God redeemed us from 
What is it that God redeemed us from? (See also Titus 3:3)

1. Verse 14a (See also 4:2-3) – 


2. Verse 14b (See also Ephesians 4:18) –


3. Verse 18b (See also Matthew 16:26) –


4. Verse 18c (See also Matthew 15:7-9) –
What God redeemed us with

Why were “perishable” silver or gold not be enough to redeem us?  (See also Isaiah 52:3; Psalm 49:7-9, 15)
What is it that God redeemed us with? 

How does Peter describe the blood of Christ?  What does he mean by that?

According to verses 20-21, what made the precious Lamb of God utterly unique?

1. He was ________________ (20a)

2. He has ________________ (20b)

3. He was _______________ from the _________ (21b)

4. He was given ________________ (21c)

What God redeemed us for
What did God redeem us for?

What is significant about the fact that we are believers in God “though Him”? (See also John 6:39-40)
According to verse 21d what are the implications of that in our lives?  How does that practically manifest itself?

Supernatural Love (1:22 – 25)
Our Pre-requisite to Love (22a)
Do non-believers have the ability to demonstrate genuine, selfless love?   Why or why not?  (See also John 5:42; 13:35; 1 John 2:9, 11; 3:10; 4:20)

When was it that believers in Jesus Christ received the capacity to demonstrate supernatural love?  (See also Romans 5:5)
What does Peter mean by “obedience to the truth” here in verse 22a?

He says that his readers have “purified their souls”.  They way it reads it appears as though we did the cleansing.  Is that true?  Why or why not? (See also Hebrews 9:22-23; 1 Corinthians 1:26, 30-31)

Was that cleansing a one-time “purification”? Why or why not?  (See also 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ezekiel 36:25-27)

Read Romans 6:16.  How does faith interact with this “obedience” in verse 22a?
The Quality and Recipients of Our Love (22b)

What does the adjective “sincere” add to our understanding of this marvelous love? (See also Romans 12:9-10; Hebrews 13:1; 1 John 3:11,18)

Who are we to demonstrate this love to? (See also 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Philippians 1:9-10)
Our Approach to Love (22c)

Read 1 Peter 4:8. What does the adverb “fervently” add to this context? How might that actually manifest itself in how we love one another as believers? (See also Luke 22:44; 12:5)
Have you ever been on the receiving end of being “fervently loved”?  What did that look like? What did that feel like?  

Read Galatians 5:16, 22-25. What does it mean to love in this way “from the heart”?
Do you love this way?  Why or why not?  What would need to change in your life to realize or demonstrate this “fervent love of the brethren from the heart”?
The Motive and Power to Love (23-25)

Read verses 23-25. According to 23a, why should we love this way?
What does Peter mean by being “born again”? (See also Romans 6:3-4; James 1:18)
What is the difference between “perishable” and “imperishable” seed?
What is the significance of the Word of God being described as the following…
1. “Living” – 


2. “Abiding or Enduring” (See also Psalm 119:89) –

What is the real principle that Peter is trying to communicate in verse 24-25?
Desiring the Word (2:1 – 3)

Remembering the Source of Our Life (1a)

What is the linkage of the word “therefore” in 2:1a to motivation needed to create a sustaining desire for God’s Word? 
Read Isaiah 55:10-11.  What truths are we reminded of here as to our life source?
Put Aside Our Sins (1b)

What is the second motivation Peter provides that will create a sustaining desire for God’s Word?
What significance might there be to the idea of “putting aside” and the usage of “all” three different times?
Define each of the sins which Peter refers to here…
1. “Malice” (kakia) – 


2. “Guile” (dolos) –


3. “Hypocrisy” (hupokrisis) – 


4. “Envy” (phthonos) – 


5. “Slander” (katalalias) – 
Admitting Our Need (2a)

What does “newborn” adjective add to babies in the context here?
Look up and study how Paul uses the words “long for”.  Explain what those are next to each passage below.  Explain what you think it means in this context in Peter and how it will create a sustaining desire for God’s Word?

1. Romans 1:11 – 


2. 2 Corinthians 5:2 – 


3. 2 Corinthians 9:14 – 


4. Philippians 1:8 – 


5. Philippians 2:26 – 


6. 1 Thessalonians 3:6 – 


7. 2 Timothy 1:4 – 

What is the significance to describing the Word of God as “pure milk”?
Pursuing Our Spiritual Growth (2b)

What is the fourth motivation needed to create a sustaining desire for God’s Word? (See also Philippians 2:12-13)

What do you think Peter means by “grow in respect to salvation”?
Remembering or Recounting Our Blessings (3)

“If” in verse 3 should probably be translated “since” instead. What understanding can be gained with that interpretation?
Read Psalm 34:8. What does it practically mean in your life to “taste the kindness of the Lord”?
This is this last motivation Peter provides his readers how to create a sustaining desire for God’s Word.  Please explain how that will occur as a result.
Spiritual Privileges (2:4 – 10)

Part 1 (2:4 – 5)

Our Initiation (4)

When Peter begins verse 4 with “And coming to Him”, is He speaking about drawing close to Christ for salvation?  Why or why not?

Peter refers to Christ as a “stone” here. That speaks of a carved, precious stone perfectly designed, shaped and hewn out to become the cornerstone.  What building is He to become the Cornerstone in?
Peter describes Jesus as the Cornerstone in four different ways.  Explain what each one means…
1. “Living” –

2. “Rejected by men” –

3. “Choice” in the sight of God –

4. “Precious” in the sight of God –

Union with Christ (5a)
Peter includes his readers as being “living stones” also. How were they and how do we become living stones “also” like Jesus? (See also John 17:21, 23; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Ephesians 4:15-16; 1 John 3:2)
Practically how do we become partakers of His divine nature? (See also Galatians 2:20; Colossians 3:3-4; 2 Peter 1:4)
Access to God (5b-5c)
Read Ephesians 2:19-22 and 1 Timothy 3:15. How are we “being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood”?
Are all believers today priests? (See also 2:9) Why or why not?
What are some ways that we, as part of God’s “holy priesthood” in the New Covenant compare to the priests of the Old Covenant?

Peter says we are “to offer up spiritual sacrifices”.  This appears to scream of purpose in our lives. Explain the implications for us if this is so…

In what ways do these differ from “animal” sacrifices of the Old Covenant?

How do we make sure these are “acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”?
What are some profound, tangible models of “spiritual sacrifices” we found in the New Testament that provides us with specific examples to follow that will please God? 


1. Romans 12:1-2 –


2. Hebrews 13:15 –


3.  Hebrews 13:16a –


4. Hebrews 13:16b –


5. Romans 15:15-16 –


6. 2 Corinthians 9:7 –


7. Revelation 8:3-4 –
Part 2 (6 – 9b)
Security in Christ (6)
Read verse 6. Peter quotes Isaiah 28:16 and Paul references it in Romans 9:33. Why is this important to link to in his reader’s minds?
Why is it important to call out to his readers the need to “behold” when Peter says that “I” (God) laid this stone?
What significance is there to the fact that God laid it in “Zion”? (See also Hebrews 12:18-24)  What are some possible implications to that?
What are the possible implications in our lives that Jesus Christ is the “choice and precious Cornerstone”?
What implications as to our security arise from God’s promise that all of those who “believe in Him shall not be disappointed”? (See also Isaiah 54:4-5, 10; 54:1-3; Romans 10:11; 8:37-39)

Affection for Christ (7-8)
Read verses 7-8. Who are the “builders” here?
Why did they reject the Cornerstone?

What implications are there when Peter says that very Cornerstone rejected became a “stone of stumbling and a rock of offense” to the builders? (See also Luke 20:17-18)
According to verse 8b, why does Peter say they “stumble” in his day and even today?
What does the fact that God actively “appoints non-believers to their doom” indicate? (See also John 3:18, 36; 8:24)
Election by Christ (9a)
What is the significance of beginning verse 9 with the word “but”?
What does Peter mean by describing believers today as being a “chosen race”?  Is that the same or different from His choosing of Israel?  Why or why not?

What are some possible implications of the fact that we as believers have been “chosen” by God?
Dominion with Christ (9b)

Read Exodus 19:6. God told Israel they would be a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation”.  Did they? Why or why not?
Read Revelation 1:5-6 and 5:10. Who is it there that God completes His promise to by making them a “kingdom and priests to our God”?

Read Hebrews 7:14-17. Who was Melchizedek and how was he our example of a “royal priest”?
What do the following words provide us to understand what our role should be now and will be then?


1. “Royal” – 


2. “Priesthood” –

Part 3 (9c – 10)
Separation to Christ (9c)

Peter calls his readers a “holy nation”. Who is he referring to?
Read 1:15-16. If his readers are “holy”, why does he command them to be holy in chapter one?

Possession by Christ (9d)
Read Titus 2:13-14. In what way are we “a people for God’s own possession”?
What significance is there and application for our lives to know that we are God’s possession?

Illumination in Christ (9f)
Describe the kind of “darkness” Peter uses here to say that God has “called them/us out of”?
Read John 3:19-20. Non-believers are born into darkness and walk in it. Why is that the case?
Who does the calling and what does that really mean?
What are the ramifications in our lives of “coming out of the darkness”?  (See also Colossians 1:13)
Compassion from Christ (10)
Read Hosea 1:6-10.  What was the context then as to why God named Hosea’s son “Lo-ruhamah”?

Peter uses that to draw an analogy here in verse 10. Is he speaking about the Jews here also when he talks of “the people of God”?  Why or why not?
Explain how his readers “had not received mercy, but now they had received mercy”?
Proclamation of Christ (9e)
Read verse 9e. God has provided all these spiritual privileges for one overarching purpose that God has given the church. What is that?
What does it mean to “proclaim”?

What is significant about the word “excellencies” and what does it mean here? (See also 1 Timothy 1:12-17)

Our Present: Remember Our Testimony… How We Navigate Life Really Matters (2:11 – 4:6)

Our Overall Command (2:11 – 12)

Abstain from Natural Appetites (11)
Peter begins verse 11 with the word “beloved”. Who do you think they are beloved by?
He identifies his readers as “aliens and strangers”. In what way are they such?  (See also Philippians 3:20; Ephesians 2:19-20; Hebrews 13:14)

Describe what these “fleshly lusts” here? (See also Galatians 5:19-21)
What is the character of these fleshly lusts in relationship to our souls according to Peter?  Explain how this manifests itself in our lives? (See also Romans 7:14-23 and Galatians 5:17-18)

What does Peter mean when he says that they “wage war” here “against our souls”?

What are the keys to abstaining from these fleshly desires and defeating the Adversary’s fleshly temptations in our lives? 


Galatians 5:16 – 


1 Corinthians 9:27 – 


 2 Corinthians 7:1 – 


James 1:12-15) –
Keep Your Behavior Exceptional (12)
What is the second command Peter issues to the beloved in verse 12?  Please explain that in your own words.
What is significant about the word “excellent” here?  Why would this be essential?
Who are the “Gentiles” here?

Read Acts 16:18-21 and 19:19, 24-27.  What are some specific examples of accusations or slander that “evil doers” in Peter’s day made against believers?

What does Peter mean that “they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation”?
When do you think this “day of visitation” is?  Why?
Applying Submission in Our Civic Responsibilities (2:13 – 17)
The Command for Submission (13a)
What is it that God through Peter command us as believers to do at the beginning of verse 13? What does that really mean?

Look through the rest of chapter 2 and chapter 3.  What other examples of “authority” in our lives do you find Peter admonishing us or can you think of where we should “submit”?
Why is this issue of submitting ourselves to these human institutions of authority which He has ordained so vital to God?
Paul and Peter wrote these words in the back drop of an openly sinful, decadent Roman Empire.  It was well known for evil including homosexuality, infanticide, and corruption in government, abuse of women, slavery, immorality, and violence.  Is it ever right to not “submit to the authority of those in government?  If so, please explain why not or why and in what situations.
The Motive for Submission (13b)
What motive does Peter provide in verse 13b for submitting to authority?
According to Romans 13:1, where does “all” authority originate from?
How should the principles contained in the following verses guide our decisions as we navigate where we spend our time and how we engage the political climate and the societal culture of our day?
1 Corinthians 2:1-2 – 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 – 

John 18:36 – 
The Extent of Submission (13c-14)
What significance does the word “every” bring to this discussion of submission?
Read Romans 13:3-4. What are the three God-ordained purposes for government?
Does this command exclude authorities who are ungodly and make bad or unjust decisions?  Why or why not?
Read Matthew 26:50-53. What principle was Jesus teaching Peter at that time?
The Reason for Submission (15)
What is the reason believers ought to “submit to every human authority”?
What does Peter mean by “silencing” the ignorance of foolish men”?


Our Attitude in Submission (16)
What does Peter mean when he commands his readers and us to “act as free men”?
What negative and positive admonitions come along with this command in our lives?  What do each of these really mean?
“… do not use…” – 
“… but use…” – 

How might believers be tempted to “use their freedom as a covering for evil”?

Read 1 Corinthians 7:22. How might we instead use our freedom as “bondslaves of God”?


Our Application Regarding Submission (17)

What four practical applications in our lives does Peter summarize his command to submit to all authority?  Explain what each one means.

Why should we “honor all people”? (See also Genesis 1:26)  How does that manifest itself? Where does bias and discrimination fall if we apply this principle?

What do you think it means to “fear God”?  How does it actually manifest itself in our lives?
Applying Submission in Our Workplaces (2:18 – 25)

Our Mandate for Submission (2:18)

What mandate does Peter give to servants or employees here in verse 18?

Peter describes this submission as being “with all respect”.  What does that mean and how do you think it would manifest itself in our lives?

What does Peter mean by “those who are unreasonable”?


Our Motive for Submission (2:19 – 21a)

According to Peter in verses 19-21a, what is our motive for submission in the workplace?

What would be some examples of “bearing up under sorrows when suffering unjustly” or “doing what is right and suffering for it” in the workplace? 
Has this ever happened to you?  If so, please explain.  How did you handle it?
Read verse 21a. This seems to explain Peter’s purpose for writing 1 Peter.  Explain how “we have been called for this purpose”?
Our Model for Submission (2:21b – 25)

Our Standard for Suffering (21b – 23)

Peter explains that Jesus Christ’s suffering was “for” us to provide us an “example to follow in His steps”.  Can you provide some examples of how Jesus was an example in His suffering for us? (See also Isaiah 53)
What does it mean to be “reviled”?
How did Jesus respond to being reviled?  Should He have responded differently?  Why or why not?

What did Jesus do instead?  (See also Luke 23:46) What does that mean?

It seems as though this was an ongoing action that He did.  How do you see that being the case in your own life?
In order to respond this way, according to the end of verse 23, how was Jesus able to do that?
Read 2 Corinthians 4:17-18.  What hope and confidence can we realize from Paul’s reminder here as to suffering in this life?
Our Substitute in Suffering (24)
What is significant about the following words that Peter uses in the beginning verse 24?

“He Himself” – 


“bore” –


“our sins” –
Why did Jesus do this?

What does Peter mean when he says that “by His wounds you were healed”?
Our Shepherd through Suffering (25)
Read verse 25.  In the midst of suffering in our lives we have only two options as to how we respond.  What are those?
What does it look like to do the following?

“Continually stray like sheep” – 

“But now you have returned” – 
What significance can we glean from Peter calling Jesus the following names?

“Shepherd of your souls” – 

“Guardian of your souls” –
Applying Submission in Our Homes (3:1 – 7)

Responsibilities of Wives (1–6)
What does the expression of “in the same way” refer to at the beginning of verse 1?
Does submission imply inferiority? Why or why not?
Is Peter asking women to be submissive to all men here?  Why or why not?  Where is he asking that of them?

What is meant when Peter says “if any of them are disobedient to the word”?

How would a wife win their husbands “without a word”?

What kind of behavior does a believing wife need to demonstrate to an observing husband who is an unbeliever in order to “win them”?
Is Peter saying in verse 3 that wives should not care about their outward adornment?  Why or why not?
What was occurring in the societal context that made this an important issue to highlight? (See also Isaiah 3:16-24)
What instead should a believing wife be primarily be focused on? (See also 1 Timothy 2:9-10)
What is the “hidden person of the heart”?

What significance does Peter’s addition here that these qualities are “imperishable” add?

What is the difference between a “gentle” and a “quiet” spirit?  How would each of these manifest themselves in a wife’s disposition?
What does the descriptive word “precious” add to the way God views this intentionality in a godly woman? (See also Mark 14:3)
When were the “former times” and who were the “holy women”?

Read verse 5.  Who did these women ultimately place their submission and hope in?
Why might Peter’s usage of Sarah as a key example here be so important?
The word “calling” here in verse 6 indicates an ongoing way of doing it. Why would that have been important to Sarah?
“Fear” in verse 6 could be translated as being “terrifying” or “hysterical” fear.  How does “doing what is right” help mitigate that kind of fear a wife might have? (See also Psalm 27:1; Proverbs 1:33; 29:25; 2 Timothy 1:7; 1 John 4:18)

Is there any significance to the fact that Peter uses 6 verses to explain how a wife would submit to her husband versus how a husband would submit to his wife in this passage?  Why or why not?

Responsibilities of Husbands (7)
Peter begins verse 7 “in the same way” again. What does he refer to here?
What does Peter mean by “living with your wives in an understanding way”?
Peter says “as with a weaker vessel” here, since “she is a woman”.  What does he mean and how do you think that might that reality modify the husband’s approach to “living” with her?
Peter calls the wife a “fellow heir of the grace of life”.  What does he mean by that?
Why would “granting a wife honor” be a very foreign concept to Peter’s readers in that day?

Provide some practical examples of how a husband would go about showing his wife “honor”?  
Why should a husband do this according to the end of verse 7?
Applying Submission in the Church (3:8 – 12)

Having the Right Attitude (8)

Peter begins this section in verse 8 with the words “to sum up”. This could also be translated as “finally”. What theme is he concluding?
Explain what each of these five God-honoring attitudes mean that Peter exhorts his readers and us to intentionally pursue and clothe or adorn our lives with?

“Harmonious” (See also Philippians 1:27-28) – 


“Sympathetic” (See also Romans 12:15) –


“Brotherly” (See also Romans 14:19) –


“Kindhearted” (See also Ephesians 4:32) –


“Humble in spirit” (See also 1 Peter 5:5; Philippians 2:3) –

Having the Right Response (9)

Read verse 9. What are we not to do?
What are we to do in response to being mistreated in a hostile way?

What are some practical examples of how we might actually be able to “give a blessing instead”?

Why should believers be able to do this?
Having the Right Standard (10-11)

Read verses 10-11. What should be a key goal of ours in our lives?
What 5 things do we find in Psalm 34 that Peter lays out for us to do in the face of hostility and persecution?

Having the Right Motive (12)

According to verse 12, what should be our motivation to live lives that are pleasing to the Lord? (See also 2 Chronicles 16:9)
What confidence can we realize when we live to please Him?


What difference is there between the “eyes of the Lord” and the “face of the Lord” here?

Applying Submission in the Midst of Suffering (3:13 – 4:6)

Security in a Hostile World (3:13 – 17)
Develop a Passion for what is Good (13)

Be Willing to Suffer for being Wrong and Right (14, 17)

Become Fully Devoted to Christ (15a)

Be Ready to Defend the Faith (15b)

Keep a Pure Conscience (16)

The Victory from Christ’s Suffering (3:18 – 22)
Triumph in His Death (18)

Triumph in the Grave (19-20)

Triumph in His Resurrection (21)

Triumph in His Ascension (22)

Our Map to Navigate Unjust Suffering (4:1 – 6)

Have the Mind of Christ (1)

Live for the Will of God (2)

Remember Everything Counts (3-5)

Garrison Ourselves with our Living Hope (6)

Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope… Our Lord Will Return Soon (4:7 – 5:11)

Our Focus during Suffering (4:7 – 11)
Remember to Keep All Things in Context (7a)

Remember My Private Priorities (7b)

Remember My Public Priorities (8-11a)

Love (8-9)

Service (10-11a)

Remember my Purpose (11b)
Our Approach during Suffering (4:12 – 19)
Expect Suffering (12)

Rejoice in Suffering (13-14)

Glorify God in Suffering (15-18)

Entrust our Suffering to God (12)
Expectations of Shepherds during Suffering (5:1 – 4)
Exhortation of Shepherds (1-2a)
Directives to Shepherds (2b-3)
Willing Shepherds

Eager Shepherds

Exemplary Shepherds
Rewards for Shepherds (2b-3)
Victorious Outcomes from Navigating Suffering Biblically (5:5 – 11)
Submission (5a)

Humility (5b-6)

Trust (7)

Self-Control (8a)

Vigilance (8b)

Fortitude (9)

Hope (10)

Worship (11)

Closing - Greetings, Benediction & Review (5:12 – 14) 
