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Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope

Our Lord Will Return 

Soon (4:7 – 5:11)

Experiencing

Victory in a

Hostile World

“… a primer

for winning the war

that really matters”

Teachers: Mark Hurlbert & Dave Torres
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Questions for Discussion & Reflection 

1. Read 1 Peter 5:12-14.  Who were Silvanus and Mark?  
What do we know about them from Scripture?

2. What do you think Peter meant when he said 
“this is the true grace of God”?  What is the 
significance of Peter exhorting his readers 
to “stand firm in it”? 

3. Where is “Babylon” and why might Peter have said that?

4. What is the significance of “greeting one another with a kiss 
of love”?

5. Why do you think Peter’s benediction at the end of verse 14 
resonated so well with his readers and with us today?
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1 Peter
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World 

• Introduction 

Peter ‘s Life & Background Overview 

• Salutation (1:1 – 2) 

Our Election into Grace

• Our Past: Remember Our Anchor… (1:3 – 2:10)

We Have so Great a Salvation

• Our Present: Remember Our Testimony… (2:11 – 4:6)

How We Navigate Life Really Matters

• Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope… (4:7 – 5:11)

Our Lord Will Return Soon

 Closing (5:12 – 14) 

Greetings, Benediction & Review
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“Back to 

Basics”--

Building 

Blocks for 

Spiritual 

Maturity

Christ
1 Pet. 2:6-7
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Final Words

Learning Objectives:  

To come to an appreciation of Peter’s final

words and thereby realize what mattered most 

to him so we may comprehend how we may 

apply these truths and this letter to our lives…
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Final Words

1 Peter 5:12 -1 4

12a Through Silvanus, our faithful 

brother (for so I regard him)

12b I have written to you briefly, exhorting 

and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!

13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you 

greetings, and so does my son, Mark. 14a Greet one another with 

a kiss of love. 

14b Peace be to you all who are in Christ. 

Above It All… Be Faithful!

Through It All… Love One Another!

To All… Experience His Peace that Passes Understanding!

In It All… Stand Firm!
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Love

Final Words

1 Peter 5:12 - 14

PeacePeace
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Peace

Above It All… Be Faithful (12a)

“Through Silvanus, our faithful brother (for so I regard him)”

• “Silvanus” – another name for “Silas”; he was 

a fellow servant of Christ who was on Peter’s mind

– He was Peter’s “amanuensis”, or secretary who recorded his words 

and later delivered the letter to its intended recipients

– Silas traveled with Paul (Acts 15:40; 16:25) and sometimes 

appeared in Paul’s letters (2 Cor. 1:19; 1 Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1) 

– He was a prophet (Acts 15:32, 40) and a Roman citizen (16:37) 

– But, most importantly, Peter calls him a “faithful brother”, a model 

to follow for us and for Peter himself – see his 

personal parenthesis “(for so I regard him)”

– What is faithfulness and why is it so important 

in the midst of persecution?
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Peace

In It All… Stand Firm! (12b)

“I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is 

the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!”

• Here Peter injects a summary of the purpose he had 

behind having written his first letter… what was that?

• It was to “exhort and testify that this is the true grace of God” – in 

other words, his letter was inspired, and he was an authoritative 

author of “the living and enduring word of God” (1:23; 2 Peter 3:2)

• As a result, Peter exhorts his readers to “stand firm” in the faith 

through His grace… What does it mean to “stand firm”?

• Lean fully into the Lord of all in the midst of all…

• In the middle of persecution, remain firm, do 

not be dismayed, and do not tremble; but 

instead be strong, be confident and be very 

courageous (5:9; Romans 5:1-2; Jude 24-25;

Joshua 1)
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How Can I Stand Firm?

1. Strong Foundation

2. Wise Council

3. Intentional Focus

4. Renewed Mindset

5. Transformational Outcomes
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Love

Peace

Through It All… Love One Another (13-14a)

“She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you greetings, 

and so does my son, Mark. Greet one another with a kiss of love.”

• “She” – most likely a veiled reference to a church 

• “Who is in Babylon” – where is “Babylon”?

– Ancient City of Babylon in Mesopotamia –

sparsely populated and insignificant; unlikely Peter, Mark and 

Silvanus all there at same time

– Babylon on the Nile River in Egypt – little more than a Roman 

military outpost; improbable Peter, Mark and Silvanus all lived 

there

– Babylon was a cryptic name for Rome – chosen by believers for 

their debauchery and idolatry; Peter may have not wanted to 

endanger fellow believers and used a code word; supports 

early church tradition (Revelation 14:8; 16:19; 18:2, 10, 21)
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Through It All… Love One Another (13-14a)

• “… chosen together with you” – speaks of the implications of 

Peter’s spiritual connection with his readers

• “… sends you greetings” – the brethren or body of Christ in 

Rome sends their greetings along with Peter to them

• “… and so does my son, Mark” – who is Mark here?

– Peter calls Mark his “son” – he was the apostle’s spiritual son

– This is the John Mark (Acts 12:12) who was Barnabas’s cousin and 

accompanied Paul and him to Antioch and Cyprus (12:25; 13:4-5)

– He later deserted them at Perga (13:13) which caused Paul to not take 

him along on his 2nd missionary journey (15:36-41)

– Paul did later on find John Mark to be useful to him (2 Timothy 4:11)

– He was also the author of the gospel that bears his name!
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Through It All… Love One Another (13-14a)

• “Greet one another with a kiss of love” – this is another obvious 

indicator of the affection believers are to have for one another

– This holy kiss – men to men, and women to women – was a 

customary outward sign of love among believers in the early 

church (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 1 Thess. 5:26; 

Luke 7:45; 22:47-48)

– Today, this greeting is not normally shared 

as a kiss in English-speaking cultures, but by

shaking hands or performing some other greeting 

gesture (such as an embrace) more in tune with the culture and time
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To All… Experience His Peace

that Passes Understanding! (14b)
“Peace be to you all who are in Christ.”

• Why do you think Peter’s benediction at the end of 

verse 14 resonated so well with his readers and 

with us today?

• “Peace” – this is the absence of hostility

– It is a state of mind that is at rest with others and with the Lord 

– It occurs in the midst of the challenging circumstances, including suffering 

and trials (1:2; 3:11 - Mark 9:50; Luke 2:14; 

John 14:27; 20:19, 21, 26; Rom. 1:7; 5:1; 

1 Cor. 14:33; 2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 4:3; Phil 4:7; 

Col. 3:15; 2 Thess. 3:16; Heb. 13:20; Rev. 1:4)

• “… be to you all who are in Christ” – prerequisite to true peace 

is that it can only be experienced by those who are “in Christ”; 

used 87x in the NT (Col. 1:28; Hebrews 12:11)

Love

PeacePeace
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Questions for Discussion & Reflection 

1. Read 1 Peter 5:12-14.  Who were Silvanus and Mark?  
What do we know about them from Scripture?

2. What do you think Peter meant when he said 
“this is the true grace of God”?  What is the 
significance of Peter exhorting his readers 
to “stand firm in it”? 

3. Where is “Babylon” and why might Peter have said that?

4. What is the significance of “greeting one another with a kiss 
of love”?

5. Why do you think Peter’s benediction at the end of verse 14 
resonated so well with his readers and with us today?


