10/6/2013

1 Peter 4:12-19

Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World
“...a primer for winning the war that really matters”

Our Approach during Suffering (4:14-19) (Part 4)

Questions for Discussion and Reflection

1. When did the beginning of judgment for believers occur (vs. 17)? What does that judgment
also include?

2. Why is the phrase “a faithful Creator” (vs. 4:19) an encouragement for believers?

Suffering for God’s Glory (4:12-19)

12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some
strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that
also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief,
or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God
in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will
become of the godless man and the sinner? 19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust
their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.

Today’s Objectives — What does God want us to learn?
To recognize that the Completed sufferings of Christ and the Continued sufferings of Christians are
being intimately related.

l. Rejoice in Suffering (4:14)

14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
A. Count your Blessings in Suffering (vs. 14)

When we suffer for Christ’s sake, we are to consider ourselves blessed (v. 14). What are
some of the reasons Peter gave to this truth?

1. The suffering we experience for Christ’s sake is (see 2:11-25)
brought about by the expression of in our lives (4:19).
2. Suffering for Christ’s sake is the (Acts 2:23; Col. 1:19-

20; 1 Pet. 2:15; 3:17; 4:19)
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3. Suffering for Christ’s sake is not only for the glory of God, but for
Suffering for the name of Christ produces these spiritual fruits:

a. Suffering our faith. (Heb. 2:10)

b. Suffering sets us apart from unbelievers as a
(1 Pet. 1:6-7; 4:12, 17-19; Rom. 5:3-5; Jam. 1:1-4)

c. Suffering facilitates a detachment from and its
(1:14; 4:1-2; Rom. 6:14, 16-18; 1 Cor. 7:32-35; 2 Cor. 4:16-5:10)

d. Suffering assures us a special measure of the

(4:14)

e. Suffering for Christ’'s sake produce and
(4:16; Phil 1:29)

Evaluate Your Suffering (4:15-18)

15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if
anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. 17 For it is time for

judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those

who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become
of the godless man and the sinner?

A. Suffering for the Wrong Reasons (vs. 15)
Is it true that not all suffering brings Holy Spirit relief? Trouble stemming from
does not constitute suffering

Peter lists 4 areas or categories of sin:
= The first 2 — “murderer” and “thief” are

= The second 2 — “evildoer” and “troublesome meddler” are

“evildoer”, a term that covers 2:12 and 2:14...NIV
“any other kind of criminal”

“troublesome meddler” — Someone who into matters that
belong to someone else. Why do you believe Peter used this seemingly
minor term in comparison to the previous terms?

Other verses that help us understand its meaning:
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1 Thess. 4:11

2 Thess. 3:11-12

e How is the term to be applied in our society or in our place of employment? (1 Tim.
2:1-3; Tit. 3:1-5)

B. Suffering for the Right Reasons (vs. 16-18)

e “If anyone suffer as a Christian” his suffering qualifies for

o JSufferingfor__ .. as a (v. 16;
Acts 11:26; 26:28)

e “To Glorify God” means to for the privilege and honor of
for His name.

e Suffering now is not pleasurable, but it is vastly more desirable than entering into the
suffering of eternal judgment. From Peter’s words in verses 17 and 19, what can we
conclude?

o There is coming

o “Judgment begins with the household of God”, then followed by the judgment
of unbelievers. What is the judgment? (See 2 Thess. 1:3-10)

[1l.  Entrust Yourself to God (4:19)
19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

A. Appropriate Actions of Suffering Believers (vs. 19)

e “Therefore” indicates that verse 19 is logical outworking of what he has just taught.

Those who suffer righteously, in the and in the
, should “ to a faithful

Creator...”

e The term “entrust” (and the word “faithful”) indicates we are dealing with a matter of

Suffering righteously . (Heb. 11)
e Suffering righteously requires us to entrust our . (Matt.
10:28; 1 Pet. 2:23-25; Luke 23:46; 2 Tim. 1:12)
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e Why would Peter us the expression “faithful Creator” to refer to the One to whom we
are to entrust our souls? (Acts 4:24)

(@]

o

God is the Creator of the (Isa. 40:21-26; 42:5; 44:24; 45:18)
He made us and He is the One who conforms us to

God is the Creator of (Isa. 43:1-7, 15, 21; 44:1-2; 45:11) In
a similar sense, He is (John 1:1-3, 12-13; Eph. 2:10)
God is the Creator of (Isa. 42:1-25; 48:1-11; 2 Pet.
3:7-13)

Why? Because the things we hope for

e Peter does not simply leave us to contemplate the commitment of our souls as an
intellectual matter. Instead, he instructs us how we commit our souls to our “faithful

Creator” by “

”»

o Peter has been telling us that the suffering of which he writes is that prompted

by (2:11-12, 20-25; 4:1-5, 13, 15)

When we know that “doing the right thing” will provoke persecution, doing what
is right becomes an evidence of in the

“* ”

How has this discussion affected your perspective on suffering?

How does the reality of Christ’s suffering shape the concrete living of the Christian life?

What changes will you attempt to implement in your life as a result of studying this passage?
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