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1 Peter 4:12-19 
Experiencing Victory in a Hostile World 

“…a primer for winning the war that really matters” 
Our Approach during Suffering (4:12-14)  (Part 2) 

Questions for Discussion and Reflection 
 

1.  How does God effectively use us in trials? 
 
 

2. How should the sufferings of Christ motivate you to rejoice while enduring trials? 
 
 

3. Discuss the challenges of living in the here and now, while possessing eternity. 
 
 

 

Suffering for God’s Glory (4:12-19) 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some 
strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that 
also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are 
blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 15 Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, 
or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God 
in this name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the 
outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will 
become of the godless man and the sinner? 19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust 
their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. 
 

Today’s Objectives – What does God want us to learn? 
To recognize that the Completed sufferings of Christ and the Continued sufferings of Christians are 
being intimately related. 
 

I. We must Expect to Suffer (4:12) 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as 
though some strange thing were happening to you; 

 
A. Suffering is Inevitable. 

 If persecution and suffering is inevitable, the surprise would be if it didn’t come.  (See 
1 John 3:13; John 15:18; 2 Tim.3:12) 
 

B. Suffering is the price of Discipleship 
 To the lost, proclaiming Christ’s name is like the unwelcome prick of the conscience 

because it confronts them with their sin.  That confrontation often results in suffering, 
which is the price of discipleship.  Therefore, consider Jesus’ teaching on 
“considering the cost”:  See Luke 14:28-32  Taking up the cross to follow Christ 
speaks of _______________________________ (v.27) 
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 Disciples need the assurance of ______________________ 

 “Beloved” (4:12) is a pastoral term that conveys ________________, 
_________________, _________________, and _______________. 

 God the Father uses this same word describing Jesus declaring that:  “This 
is My beloved _______________________________________(Matt. 3:17) 
 

 Suffering is God’s will for those whom __________________ 
 

 Disciples face many difficulties in life 

 “Do not be surprised” – Peter is saying stop being caught off guard.  
Stop being surprised.  The natural attitude is to look on persecution or 
testing or affliction as something ______________ or ______________.  (1 
Pet. 5:10) 
 

 Peter repeated stressed _________________________!  (what you 
believe determines how you behave) That which was vital for believers who 
would walk in the power of Christ’s victory on the Cross over sin, Satan and 
and the world – “______________...._____________...._____________.... 
_____________....______________. (1 Pet. 1:13; 4:7; 5:8) 

 

 When Paul was chosen as an apostle, the Lord warned him so that he 
would not be surprised… “I will show him how much _________________ 
for my name’s sake.” (Acts 9:16) 

 

 In turn, Paul forewarned his young disciple Timothy…”Indeed, all who 
desire to live godly in Christ Jesus ______________________ (2 Tim. 3:12)  
 

C. Suffering is a test of Genuine Faith 
 Peter describes suffering as the “fiery ordeal.”  Descriptive term that speaks of 

burning and pictures a furnace that melts down metal to ____________ of foreign 
elements.  

 Ps. 66:10 ___________________________________ Symbolic of affliction, 
which the Lord designs for our _______________________. 
 

 Prov. 27:21  _______________________________________ 
 

 1 Pet. 1:6-7  _______________________________________ 
 

 Believers are willing to endure adversity because they know it _________ 
the genuineness of their faith.  So the fiery trial refers to the persecution for 
______________________________________  (See Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21) 
 

 In 1 Peter 4:12, the verb translated “were happening” indicates that this fiery 
affliction is by ____________________, not because of chance.  If God is Sovereign 
(and He is), then nothing just happens to a believer (as by accident or chance).  
 

 “He is before all things, and in Him ______________________________” 
(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3)   
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  “In the total expanse of human life there is not a single square inch of 
which the Christ, who alone is sovereign, does not declare, ‘That is mine!’” 
– A Kuyper 

 

II. Rejoice in Suffering (4:13-14) 
13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of 
His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

 
A. Our Attitude. 

 “Keep on rejoicing” indicates the attitude we’re to have in the midst of trials.  
Anything the world brings against us for the sake of righteousness is 
_______________________.  

 “__________________________, for your reward in heaven is great…” 
(Matt. 5:10-12; Luke 6:22-23) 
 

 In many believers’ minds, one’s plight in this life should be thought of only 
in terms of contrast with the next.  It is true that we suffer ______ in order 
to experience glory _________. But in verses 12-13, Peter insists that we 
must also think in terms of __________________. 

o We must __________________ in order to __________________ 
 

 Acts 5:41__________________________________ 
 

 James 1:2-3 _______________________________ 
 

 In our own strength, this is not possible.  Joy is the divine benefit of the 
believer’s standing in Christ and a ____________________ (Gal. 5:22; 1 
Thess. 1:6)  

 
B. Our Motivation. 

 “To the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ” indicates that in suffering 
for what is right, we are ______________ in the same kinds of sufferings Jesus 
endured.  
 

o Suffering for _________________________.   

o We can share His _______________________________________________ 

o Acts 5:41-42 _________________________________ 

o Acts 9:4 ___________________________________ 

o 2 Tim. 4:17 __________________________________ 

 
 “To the degree” indicates that our eternal reward is a direct reflection of our earthly 

suffering.  (See Col. 1:24) 
 

 What is the “revelation of His glory” referring to? _________________________ 
(Matt. 24:30) 
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 When he returns, believers will “rejoice with exultation.” 

o Spurgeon writes:  “If you do not share in Christ’s humiliation, how can you 
expect to share in his exaltation?” 
 

 “The name of Christ” is the cause of ______________________ directed toward 
believers. (Matt. 10:22; 24:9).   
 

 If His name sums up all that He is, what does “for the name of Christ” mean to us? 
See Acts 4:12; 5:41, 9:16, 15:26). 

 
 All the hatred and violence of the world against Christians does not diminish their 

________________________ -- Actually, _________________________ for 
suffering.  Why?... 

 
 …because the “_________________________________________” 

 
 

  What did Peter mean by this statement?  Do you think there is any connection to Isa. 
11:2? 
 
 

 Describe some of the ways, the Holy Spirit ministers to believers today? 
 

o “Glory” refers to ___________________________(Ps. 93:1; 104:1; Ex. 24:16-
17; 34:5-8; 1 Kings 8:11) 
 

o “Rest” refers to  ___________________________ (Matt. 11:28-29; Mark 6:31) 
 

o Gal. 5:22-23 ___________________________ 
 

o ________________________________________ 
 

o ________________________________________ 
 

 When you suffer for righteousness' sake, be encouraged to know that "the Spirit of 
glory and of God rests upon you. -J. Bridges 
 

 
 Explain how the Holy Spirit's power rested upon Stephen (Acts 6:15; 7:55-56, 59-60). 

 
 
 
 

 Read 2 Cor. 12:9-10  What was Paul’s testimony regarding the Spirit’s work in his life? 
 


