Experiencing Victor
a Hostile World - &8
““... a primer for winning the
war that really matters”
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1 Peter Study



Questions for Discussion and Reflection

1. How does God effectively use us in trials?

2. How should the sufferings of Christ motivate you to
rejoice while enduring trials?

3. Discuss the challenges of living in the here and now,
while possessing eternity.
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1 Peter
Experiencing Victory ina H

* Introduction

Peter ‘s Life & Background Overvi
* Salutation (1:1 = 2)

Our Election into Grace
* Our Past: Remember Our Anchor... (1:3 = 2:10)
We Have so Great a Salvation

* Our Present: Remember Our Testimony... (2:11 — 4:6)

How We Navigate Life Really Matters

» Our Future: Remember Our Living Hope... (4:7 — 5:11)

Our Lord Will Return Soon
* Closing (5:12 — 14)

Greetings, Benediction & Review
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uffering for God’s Glory

ur !’rive: What does God want

% Us ’rh rn?

To recognize that the Completed sufferings
of Christ and the Continued sufferings of
Christians are being intimately related.
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I Peter 2\] ] Our Approach During Suffering |1 Peter 4:12-19

1 ‘ do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, (Expecf Suffering)

which comes upon you for your testing,

as though some strange thing were happening to you;
13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ,
keep on rejoicing, so that Co. .
also at the revelation of His glory (Re[Olce n SUHer’ng)
you may rejoice with exultation.
14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ,
you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
1’5 Make sure that none of _;'c;u_su_ff-ér_s ________________
as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler;
16 but if anyone suffers as a Christian,
he is not to be ashamed, (Evaluate your Suffering)
but is to glorify God in this name.
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God;
and if it begins with us first,
what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?
18 And if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved,
what will become of the godless man and the sinner? (Em‘rusf yourself

19 Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God
to God)
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shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.



Expect Suffering

1 2 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, whlch comes upon
you for your testing, as though some strange thig

If persecution and suffering is inevitable prise v - be if
it didn’t come. (See 1 John 3:13; John 15 |

To the lost, proclaiming Christ’s name is like the unwelcome prick
of the conscience because it confronts them with their sin. That
confrontation often results in suffering, which is the price of
discipleship. Therefore, consider Jesus’ teaching on “considering
the cost”: See Luke 14:28-32 Taking up the cross to follow
Christ speaks of __Pain and even death — (v.27)

Whole-hearted devotion
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Expect Suffering St

Disciples need the assurance of God’s Love

* “Beloved” (4:12) is a pastoral term that convey:.
tenderness compassion affection 4nq care

* God the Father uses this same word describing Jesus

declaring that: “This is My beloved
Son, In whom | am well-pleased” (Matt. 3:17)

* Suffering is God’s will for those whom He Loves

(2:11)

You are not only God’s chosen race; royal priesthood;

holy nation; people for his own possession...you are
also His “only beloved”
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Expect Suf

Disciples face many difficulties in |i

* “Do not be surprised” — Peter is op being
caught off guard. Stop being surprised. The natural
attitude is to look on persecution or testing or affliction

as something __strange or dabnormal = (7 pet. 5.10)

* Peter repeated stressed _Mental readiness | (what
you believe determines how you behave) That which
was vital for believers who would walk in the power of
Christ’s victory on the Cross over sin, Satan and the

world —
« Gird YOur minds . Keep sober . Fix yOour hope

... _Be of sound judgment and sober spirit . (1 Pet.
1:13: 4:7. 5:8

[ ]
[ ] (J
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Expect Suffering

* When Paul was chosen as an apostle, the Lord warned
him so that he would not be surprised... “l will show him
how much __he must suffer for my name’s sake.”

(Acts 9:16) e .
* In turn, Paul forewarned his young disciple »

Timothy...”Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus __ Will be persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12)

How does God effectively use us in trials? (2 Cor. 2:15-
16)
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Expect Suffering

Peter describes suffering as the “fiery ordeal.”
Descriptive term that speaks of burning and pictures a

furnace that melts down metal to _PYI'9€ it of foreign
elements.

e Ps. 66:10 God has tried us with fire  §Symbolic of
affliction, which the Lord designs for our Spiritual purity

* Prov. 27:21 ...and a man is tested by the praise accorded him.
* 1 Pet. 1:6-7 ...and though tested by fire,

* Believers are willing to endure adversity because they

know it proves the genuineness of their faith. So the

fiery trial refers to the persecution for __Living the life of faith
(See Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21)
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Irme’rer e ed “were happening”
indicates that this fiery affliction is by God’s design ,
not because of chance. If God is Sovereign (and He is),
then nothing just happens to a believer (as by accident

or chance).

e “He is before all things, and in Him __ All things consist »

(Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3) cprist

power to balance life’s existence.

sustains the universe, maintaining the

“In the total expanse of human life there is not a single
square inch of which the Christ, who alone is sovereign,

does not declare, ‘That is minel’™” — A Kuyper
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Rejoice in Suffering
(4:13)

13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so
that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 14 If you

are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the
and of God rests on you.

irit of glory

y

“Keep on rejoicing” indicates the attitude we’rek'h ve
in the midst of trials. Anything the world brings against
us for the sake of righteousness is cause for rejoicing

o « Rejoice and be glad  ¢5r your reward in heaven is

great...” (Matt. 5:10-12; Luke 6:22-23)
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Rejoice in Suffering

'ﬂ elievers’ minds, one’s plight in this life should
be thought of only in terms of contrast with the next. [t
is true that we suffer _now in order to experience glory

later Byt in verses 12-1 3, Peter insists that we must
also think in terms of _confinuity |

We must Rejoice now i1 order to Reioice later

e Acts 5:41 Rejoicing....that they were worthy to suffer

e James 1:2-3 Count it all joy....fall into various trials

* |n our own strength, this is not possible. Joy is the

divine benefit of the believer’s standing in Christ and a
Fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22; 1 Thess. 1:6)
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How has this discussion affected your perspective
on suffering?

How does the reality of Christ’s suffering shape the
concrete living of the Christian life¢

What changes will you attempt to implement in your
life as a result of studying this passage?
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